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Education: 

 

Ph.D. Columbia University, New York, N.Y.   May 1982  

 (American History) 

M.S.  Columbia University, New York, N.Y.    August 1967 

 (Library Service) 

B.A.  Brooklyn College, Brooklyn, N.Y.   June  1966   

  (American Literature) 

 

Teaching fields: 

American women: twentieth century policy and politics 

Women in American history (colonial to twentieth century) 

U.S. policy and politics, twentieth century (esp. post-World War II) 

U.S. constitutional history 

 

 

Professional Experience: 

The George Washington University, Washington, D.C. Associate Professor of History, Women’s Studies, 

and Public Policy, December 1994 - . Teaching: U.S. women’s history; U.S. Constitutional history; women 

and public policy; women and the law; women and welfare policy. Adviser for the M.A. program in public 

policy with a concentration in women's studies and the "gender and social policy" field in the public policy 

Ph.D. program; Graduate Curriculum Committee, CCAS; Executive Committee on Women's Studies; 

Women's Studies Admissions Committee; GW/IWPR Fellowship coordinator; Eleanor Roosevelt Papers 

Editorial Advisory Board. Previous University service (selected): Public Policy Ph.D. Committee; Executive 

Committee, School of Public Policy and Public Affairs, 2003-2005;Committee on the Status of Women 

Faculty and Librarians, 1994 - 1996; Columbian School Student Appeals Committee, 1996 - 1999; By-laws 

Committee, SPPPA, 2003-04; MPP Program Committee, 1998-2003; GWIPP Steering Committee, 2001-

02, 2002-03; Faculty Senate Committee on Professional Ethics and Academic Freedom, 1998; CSAS 

Hiring Oversight Committee, 1998-2001; CSAS Dean’s Council, 1999 – 2001; Chair, EMMA/NWPC 

awards committee, 2003; CCAS Committee on Graduate Studies, 2005 – ; Chair, March 2006 – . 

 

Federal Judicial Center, Washington, D.C., Chief, Federal Judicial History Office, April 1988 to December 

1994. Inauguration of program pursuant to Congressional mandate: development of historical resources, 

programs and publications concerning the history of the federal judiciary; consultation on archival and 

preservation programs; supervision of professional and support staff. Special projects: Supreme Court 

Justices’ oral history interviews; national judicial biographical database. Gender Issues Coordinator: 

liaison with courts and allied organizations concerning programs on gender fairness education. 
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American Historical Association/American Political Science Association, Washington, D.C. Deputy 

Director, Project '87, August 1982 - April 1988: 

Publications: Managing Editor, This Constitution, quarterly magazine published by the Project.   

Development of Educational Materials: Oversight of review and revision of curriculum materials for 

secondary schools; video programs and text materials for distant-learner college audiences with Maryland 

Public Television; twelve-poster exhibit on the Constitution.  

Program Planning, Administration and Fundraising: including preparation of proposals, monitoring 

expenditures; overseeing support staff; preparation of agenda materials for governing boards;  

communication with cooperating organizations, constituency groups; lectures, conferences, forums in 

collaboration with other organizations. 

The Brookings Institution, Washington, D.C. 

Research Fellow, Guest Scholar, August 1979 - August 1982: Completion of doctoral dissertation and 

preparation of manuscript on evolution of federal policy concerning women (On Account of Sex: The 

Politics of Women's Issues, 1945 - 1968 [University of California Press, 1988]);  

Consultant to conference/volume project funded by Ford Foundation, "Controlling the Consequences of the 

Abortion Dispute," directed by Gilbert Y. Steiner. Article prepared and published on the legal and 

social consequences of Prohibition. 

Columbia University, New York, N.Y.    Instructor:   

 American history survey, pre-Civil War (Summer 1977); Eurocentre program (Summer 1976) 

McMaster University Library, Hamilton, Ontario, Canada  Assistant Head Librarian, Reference 

Department, September 1970 - May 1972: 

Provision of readers' services assistance to faculty and students; selection of reference books. 

Administration: President's Committee on Personnel Practices and Policies; School of Adult Education 

subcommittee on the needs of women in adult education. 

Development of Instructional and Educational Materials: compilation of first bibliography of published and 

unpublished materials on women in Canada. 

Brooklyn Public Library, Brooklyn, N.Y. 

Librarian, Telephone Reference Division, September 1968 - July 1970 

Librarian, Rugby Branch, September 1967 - September 1968 

 

Publications on women and public policy: 

 

Work in Progress 

Race, Class, Feminism, and the American Policy Crucible, 1966 to 2000 (working title), a monograph 

examining the interaction between the U.S. political system and exponents of the feminist policy agenda 

with respect to measures affecting poor and minority women. 

 “You’re right again, Miss Annie”: Proto-feminist images of women in 1950s television” (working title), an 

article on the television series “Annie Oakley.” 

 

Books 

Harrison, Cynthia.  On Account of Sex: The Politics of Women's Issues, 1945 to 1968. Berkeley:  

 University of California Press, 1988.  320 pp.  (pap., 1989.)1   

                                                      
Reviews: Booklist, June 15, 1988; Library Journal, July 1988; UPI, July 1988; The New York Times Book Review, September 4, 1988, August 13, 

1989; Choice, September 1988; The Public Historian, Fall 1988; American Studies International, October 1988; The Guardian, October 26, 1988; 

Tikkun, November/December 1988; Chronicle of Higher Education, December 7, 1988; Review of Politics, Spring 1989; American Political Science 
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Reference Works 

________, ed. Women in American History: A Bibliography. Clio  Bibliography Series, 5. Santa Barbara: 

 American Bibliographical Center/Clio Press, 1979. 374 pp. 

________, ed. Women's Movement Media: A Source Guide. New York: R.R. Bowker Company, 1975. 269 pp. 

 

Articles 

_______. “Creating a National Feminist Agenda: The Women’s Action Alliance and Feminist 

Coalition Building in the 1970s,” forthcoming in Stephanie Gilmore, ed., Feminist Coalitions: 

Historical Perspectives on Second-Wave Feminism in the United States, University of Illinois 

Press, 2006. _______. 

_______. “The Papers of the President’s Commission on the Status of Women” – introduction to the microfilm 

edition, University Press of America, 2003. 

_______. “ ‘Heightened Scrutiny’: An Alternative Route to Constitutional Equality for U.S. Women,” in 

Women and the U.S. Constitution: History, Interpretation and Practice by Sibyl A. Schwarzenbach and 

Patricia Smith, eds., New York: Columbia University Press, 2003, pp. 347-364 (an abridgement of 

“Constitutional Equality for Women,” published in 2002).  

_______. “ ‘Heightened Scrutiny’: A Judicial Route to Constitutional Equality for U.S. Women,” in Alexandra 

Dobrowolsky and Vivien Hart, eds., Women Making Constitutions: New Politics and Comparative 

Perspectives. Hampshire, England & New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2003, pp. 155-172 (an abridgement 

of “Constitutional Equality for Women,” published in 2002).  

_______. “ ‘A Revolution But Half Accomplished’: The Twentieth Century’s Engagement with Child-Raising, 

Women’s Work, and Feminism,” in William H. Chafe, ed., The Achievement of American Liberalism: The 

New Deal and Its Legacies. New York: Columbia University Press, 2003, pp. 243-274. 

_______. “Constitutional Equality for Women: Losing the Battle/Winning the War,” in Sandra VanBurkleo et 

al., eds. Constitutionalism and American Culture: Writing the New Constitutional History. Lawrence: 

University of Kansas Press, 2002, pp. 174-210.  

_______. “A New Women’s Movement: The Emergence of the National Organization for Women,” in Thomas 

Dublin & Kathryn Kish Sklar, eds., Women and Power in American History, 2nd ed., Prentice Hall, 2002, 

pp. 227-239. 

_______. "Women, Gender, Values, and Public Policy," in Milton M. Carrow, Robert Paul Churchill, and 

Joseph J. Cordes, eds.,  Democracy, Social Values, and Public Policy (Westport, Conn.: Praeger, 1998), pp. 

147-161. 

_______.  “The Changing Status of American Women," for the USIA electronic journal on U.S. Social Policy, 

published on its website. May 28, 1997. 

_______. General introduction to Women in American Politics: Manuscript Collections, University 

Publications of America, 1992. 

_______. Chapter on American women since World War II contributed to US History Since World War II by 

Joel Hodson et al., part of the USIA series, An American Portrait, 1992. 

_______. “Presidential Appointments and Policy-Making Women,” Third Women’s Policy Research 

Conference Proceedings, Institute for Women’s Policy Research, May 15-16, 1992. 

_______.  “A Richer Life: A Reflection on the Women's Movement."  In The American Woman, 1988-89, ed. 

                                                                                                                                                                                   
Review, September 1989; American Historical Review, October 1989; The Historian, November 1989; American Journal of Sociology, November 

1989; Reviews in American History, December 1989; Feminist Studies, Spring, 1991; Journal of American History, September 1991; Women and 

Politics, V.11, no. 3 (1991). 
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Sara E. Rix.  Women's Research & Education Institute of the Congressional Caucus for Women's Issues. 

New York: W.W. Norton & Company, 1988. 

_______. "Stalemate: Federal Legislation for Women in the Truman Era."  In Harry S. Truman: The Man from 

Independence, ed. William F. Levantrosser, 217-232. Westport, Conn.: Greenwood Press, 1986. 

_______. "Politics and Law." In The Women's Annual, Number 4, 1983-1984, ed. Sarah M. Pritchard, 145-166. 

Boston: G.K. Hall, 1984. 

_______. "The Prohibition Experience." In The Abortion Dispute and the American System,  ed. Gilbert Y. 

Steiner, 95-103.  Washington, D.C.: The Brookings Institution, 1983. 

_______. "A 'New Frontier' for Women: The Public Policy of the Kennedy Administration," Journal of 

American History 67 (December 1980): 630-646. 

Reprints: Brookings General Series Reprint, no. 363, February 1981; Revised version in Jean Friedman and William 

Shade, eds., Our American Sisters, third and fourth editions, Lexington, Mass: D.C. Heath, 1982, 1987. 

 

Op Ed Articles 

"No Easy Answers," Chicago Tribune, September 11, 1998. (Clinton scandal) 

"Moral Issues Frustrate Our Bent for Compromise," Los Angeles Times, December 26, 1988. (Abortion politics) 

(Reprinted in W. Royce Adams & Jane Brody, eds. Reading Beyond Words, 4th ed., Holt, Rinehart and 

Winston, 1991.) 

 

Encyclopedia Entries 

Biographical entries for Esther Peterson and Catherine East for Notable American Women: A Biographical 

Dictionary: Completing the Twentieth Century, ed. By Susan Ware, Belknap Press (Harvard University 

Press), 2005.  

“NOW Legal Defense and Education Fund,” in Poverty and Social Welfare in America: An Encyclopedia, ed. 

by Gwendolyn Mink and Alice O’Connor, ABC-Clio Press, 2004. 

 “The Equal Rights Amendment” and “The President's Commission on the Status of Women” for Civil Rights in 

the United States, ed. by Waldo Martin and Patricia Sullivan, MacMillan Reference, 2000. 

“Women in Congress,” The Reader’s Companion to U.S. Women’s History. Houghton Mifflin, 1998. 

“Burnita Shelton Matthews,” Women in Law. Greenwood Press, 1997. 

“Equal Pay Act,” and “Women in Public Life, Business and the Professions,” Dictionary of American History 

Supplement. Charles Scribner’s Sons; American Reference Publishing Company, 1996. 

“The Nineteenth Amendment,” “The Equal Rights Amendment,” “Congress and Women’s Issues,” 

Encyclopedia of the United States Congress (Simon & Schuster), 1995. 

“The President's Commission on the Status of Women” for a three-volume reference work on women's issues, 

edited by Sarah Slavin. Greenwood Press, 1995. 

“India Edwards,” biographical entry for the Encyclopedia of American Political Parties and Elections, edited 

by L. Sandy Maisel. Garland Press, 1992. 

 

Book Reviews (since 1990) 

Public Vows: A History of Marriage and the Nation by Nancy F. Cott for the Journal of Marriage and Family, 

2002. 

Cold War Women: The International Activities of American Women’s Organizations by Helen Laville for the 

Women's Studies International Forum, v. 26 no. 2(March 2003): 199 – 200. 

 “Bridges and Barriers: Sex, Class, and Race in the Women’s Movement,” review essay for the Journal of 

Women’s History, 13 no. 4 (Winter 2002): 191-199. 
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Unwanted Sex: The Culture of Intimidation and the Failure of Law by Stephen J. Schulhofer for H-Law, 

January 2000. 
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Dividing Citizens: Gender and Federalism in New Deal Public Policy, by Suzanne Mettler for the Journal of 

American History, June 1999. 

Worlds of Women: The Making of an International Women's Movement, by Leila J. Rupp, for H-Women, 

December 1998. 

Unafraid of the Dark, by Rosemary Bray, for The Boston Globe, March 29, 1998. 

Woman Suffrage and the Origins of Liberal Feminism in the United States, 1820-1920, by Suzanne Marilley, 

for The Journal of Interdisciplinary History, v. 38, no. 4, 1998. 

Why Movements Succeed or Fail: Opportunity, Culture, and the Struggle for Woman Suffrage by Lee Ann 

Banaszak, for H-Pol, August 27, 1998. 

Jailed for Freedom: American Women Win the Vote by Doris Stevens, edited by Carol O'Hare, for H-Pol, 

September 5, 1997. 

The Politics of Abortion and Birth Control in Historical Perspective, edited by Donald T. Critchlow, for The 

Law and Politics Book Review, September 1997. 

The Wages of Motherhood: Inequality in the Welfare State, 1917-1942 by Gwendolyn Mink, for H-State, 

 March 6, 1997. 

Women Politicians and the Media by Maria Braden, for H-Women, January 28, 1997. 

Eleanor Roosevelt  by Blanche Weisen Cook, in The American Historical Review, March 1993. 

Daring to be Bad by Alice Echols, in The American Historical Review, June 1991. 

From Margin to Mainstream: American Women and Politics Since 1960 by Susan M. Hartmann, in NWSA 

Journal, 2 (Winter 1990): 139-40. 

Federal Social Policy: The Historical Dimension, ed. by Donald T. Critchlow and Ellis W. Hawley, in The 

Public Historian, 12 (Winter 1990): 107-109. 

Library Journal, 1971 -- (more than 250 books reviewed) 

 

Reports 

Working Women Speak: Education, Training, Counseling Needs. Washington, D.C.: National Advisory Council 

on Women's Educational Programs, July 1979. 43 pp. 

 

Abstracting 

Women Studies Abstracts, 1972-1979. 

 

Pamphlets 

Harrison, Cynthia, ed. Women in Canada, 1965-1972: A Bibliography. Library Guides to Research, Reference 

and Bibliography, no. 5.  Hamilton, Ont.: McMaster University Library Press, 1972.     51 pp. 

 

Publications on constitutional and legal history:  

Federal Judicial History Office. A Directory of Oral History Interviews Related to the Federal Courts. Compiled and 

edited by Anthony Champagne, Cynthia Harrison and Adam Land. Federal Judicial Center, 1992, 2004.  78 pp. 

Harrison, Cynthia and Russell R. Wheeler. Creating the Federal Judicial System. Washington, D.C.: 

 Federal Judicial Center, 1989.  33 pp. 

Harrison, Cynthia and Russell R. Wheeler, eds. The Federal Appellate Judiciary in the 21st Century. 

 Washington, D.C.: Federal Judicial Center, 1987. 277 pp. 

"The 'City on a Hill' Cliché: Puritans' Winthrop Was No Advocate of Liberty," Los Angeles Times,              

January 21, 1989. 

 

Serials 

This Constitution: A Bicentennial Chronicle (q., 1983-88, 1991), published by the American Historical 

Association and the American Political Science Association; managing editor. 
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Additional Professional Activities (1995- ): 

 

International contacts: 
 

U.S. Department of State, International Visitor Leadership Program, African Women Dignitaries; “Historical 

overview of the U.S. Women’s Movement,” Phelps Stokes Fund, Washington, September 11, 2007.    

U.S. Department of State, International Visitor Leadership Program, Regional Project for South and Central 

Asia; Women as Business and Economic Leaders; “Historical overview of the political and economic status 

of women in the U.S.” Institute of International Education, July 30, 2007. 

U.S. Department of State, International Visitor Leadership Program, NGO Leaders from the Ukraine; " The 

history of the women's movement and current status of women in the United States." Meridian International 

Center, June 19, 2007. 

U.S. Department of State, International Visitor Leadership Program, Women and Political Leadership Building: 

A Project for South Korea; ““Historical overview of the U.S. Women’s Movement,” MCID Washington, 

April 23, 2007. 

U.S. Department of State, International Visitor Leadership Program, African women leaders; “History of the 

U.S. Women’s Movement and its impact on the law,” March 12, 2007. 

U.S. Department of State, International Visitor Leadership Program, Africa Regional Project, Women and 

Entrepreneurship; “Historical overview of the status of women in the U.S.” Institute of International 

Education, October 23, 2006. 

U.S. Department of State, International Visitor Leadership Program, Leadership Development for Women in 

Business; “Historical overview of the U.S. Women’s Movement,” MCID Washington, October 10, 2006. 

U.S. Department of State, International Visitor Leadership Program, Women Entrepreneurs of North Africa and 

the Near East; “Historical overview of the status of women in the U.S.,” Institute for International 

Education, August 23, 2006. 

U.S. Department of State, Foreign Press Center; Foreign journalists’ briefing; “Historical context for the 

development of U.S. civil liberties” (with Prof. Robert Cottrol); U.S. State Department, Foreign Press 

Center, May 8, 2006. 

U.S. Department of State, Office of International Visitors, Europe, Eurasia, and Africa Branch, Voluntary 

Visitors Division; Angola's Vice Minister of Family and the Promotion of Women's Issues and staff; 

“Overview of the development of U.S. laws and regulations relating to the rights of women in the U.S.”; 

State Department offices, March 13, 2006. 

U.S. Department of State, International Visitor Leadership Program, Near East Regional Project, Women as 

Economic and Business Leaders; “Women’s political and economic status in the U.S.”; Institute for 

International Education, November 30, 2005. 

U.S. Department of State, International Visitor Leadership Program, Women Leaders in Women and Economic 

Development; “Women’s political and economic status in the U.S.”; Institute for International Education, 

September 29, 2005. 

U.S. Department of State, International Visitor Leadership Program, Women Entrepreneurs of North Africa and 

the Near East; “Overview of the women’s movement in the U.S.”; Institute for International Education, 

August 23, 2005. 

U.S. Department of State, International Visitor Leadership Program, South Asia delegation; “Development of 

public policy concerning women’s rights in the U.S.”; Mississippi Consortium for International 

Development, April 4, 2005. 

U.S. Department of State, International Visitor Program; Consultation with  Ms. Saima Javaid, Coordinator of 

Information Network Program, Aurat Foundation, Pakistan, and Secretary of the Balochistan Women 

Political Forum; the Phelps Stokes Fund, July 8, 2004. 

U.S. Department of State, International Visitor Program; Briefing on women’s political and economic status in 

the U.S.; Institute of International Education, May 12, 2004. 

Phelps-Stokes Fund, Meeting with an international visitor interested in women’s issues; November 14, 2003. 

U.S. Department of State, International Visitor Program; Consultation with Maite Fandos, Exec. Dir., Catalan 
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Institute for Women in Spain; Delphi International, April 2, 2001. 

U.S. Department of State, International Visitor Program; Consultation with Qi Kun, Vice-President, 

Guangdong Women Cadres’ School; Delphi International, October 26, 2000. 

People to People Ambassador Programs; Leader, Women in Public Policy Delegation to the People’s Republic 

of China, June 16-30, 2000. 

U.S. Department of State, International Visitor Program; Consultation with Nguyen Thi Bich; Delphi 

International, March 15, 2000. 

U.S. Information Agency, International Visitor Program, Project on Role of Women and Children in a Civil 

Society, East Asia delegation; “The Changing Role of Women in Civil Society”; Delphi International, 

August 10, 1999. 

Phelps Stokes Fund, Africa regional project; "Women in the Political Process"; November 17, 1997. 

U.S. Information Agency, interview with Leszek Talko (Polish journalist), Washington, D.C., March 12, 1998.  

U.S. Information Agency, International Visitor Program, Ukrainian women leaders’ project; "The American 

women's movement”; Meridian International Center, July 7, 1997. 

U.S. Information Agency, Project for Russian women government officials and leaders; "Rights and 

Opportunities of Women in the U.S."; Delphi International, July 31, 1995.  

Institute for International Education; briefing for Professor Fusako Ogata, Tezukayama University, Nara, Japan, 

Washington, D.C., May 26, 1995. 

U.S. Information Agency, Young African Leaders Project; "Women in the Political Process"; Delphi 

International, April 17, 1995. 

 

U.S.: 
 

Berkshire Conference on the History of Women, Minneapolis, MN, “Economic programs of state commissions 

on women,” June 2008. 

National Archives and Records Administration, Consultation on the disposition of the records of non-trial 

federal court cases, March-May 2007. 

St. Mary's Court, Washington, D.C., Women’s History Month speaker, One Woman, One Vote, March 21, 

2007.  

Historical consultant, “AHEAD OF THE MAJORITY,” a documentary film about Rep. Patsy Mink, MAKING 

WAVES FILMS, 2006-2007. 

Oxford University Press, Higher Education History Group, review of sixth edition of Women in America: 

Refocusing the Past, by Linda K. Kerber and Jane Sherron De Hart, in preparation for a new edition, 

January 2007. 

Nominator, Heinz Awards, Heinz Family Foundation, January 2007. 

McGraw Hill, pre-publication review of Women and America by Janet Coryell and Nora Faires, December 15, 

2006.  

Manuscript review, “Grounded at Thirty-Two: How Stewardesses Used Title VII to Fight Age and Marriage 

Restrictions in the 1960s and 1970s,” Journal of Policy History, October 2006. 

Oxford University Press, Higher Education History Group, review of Documents of American Constitutional 

and Legal History, Volume II, by Mel Urofsky & Paul Finkelman, in preparation for a third edition, May 

2006. 

Teaching American History workshop, “American women as reflected in the law,” Alexandria, Virginia, March 

15, 2006. 

Radcliffe Institute, Schlesinger Library on the History of Women, Consultation on the development of library 

collections, Cambridge, Massachusetts, February 23, 2006. 

Institute for Women's Policy Research/GW Eighth International Women’s Policy Research Conference, 

panelist, “Women as Change Agents: Feminist Movements & Policymaking,” paper on “Race, Class, and 

the Feminist Policy Agenda in the United States,” June 2005. 

Berkshire Conference on the History of Women, Claremont, California, commentator, panel on “Engendering 

Liberalism: Race, Work, and Welfare in Post-WW II America,” June 2005. 

Institute for Women's Policy Research, Review of manuscript on welfare and higher education, May 2005. 
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Journal of Women, Politics & Policy, Editorial Board, April 2005 to present. 

Manuscript review, "The Political Development of Female Civic Engagement in Postwar America," Politics & 

Gender, April 2005. 

Institute for Women's Policy Research/GW Eighth International Women’s Policy Research Conference: 

planning committee; proposal review committee, Spring 2005. 

“Race, Class and the Feminist Policy Agenda: The case of the National Organization for Women and its attention 

to poverty in the 1970s,” invited speaker, Conference: Feminism on the Record: ReViewing the 1960s and 

1970s, Schlesinger Library, Radcliffe Institute for Advanced Study, Harvard University, Cambridge, 

Massachusetts, March 19, 2005.  

Woodhull Freedom Foundation & Federation, panelist, “Marriage,” March 16, 2005. 

Humanities project scholar, documentary film on the career of Congresswoman Patsy Takemoto Mink; 

Kimberlee Bassford , filmmaker, January 2005 - . 

Girls, Women and Work: From Research to Action Policy Seminar, WOW policy seminar, “History of the 

Impact of Public Policy on Women’s Work,” plenary speaker, George Washington University, December 3, 

2004. 

McNair Scholars Program, York College, CUNY, Invited speaker, “Women and the U.S. Constitution,” July 1, 

2004. 

Speaker, McNair students, March 20, 2004, Washington, D.C. 

Review of manuscript for University of Wisconsin Press, March 2004. 

Committee on Research Grant Awards for U.S./Western Hemisphere Grants, American Historical Association, 

2004. 

Coordinator, EMMA awards selection for the National Women’s Political Caucus, February-March 2004. 

Congressional Fellows on Women and Public Policy, Women’s Research and Education Institute, Washington, 

D.C., January 21, 2004: talk on the constitutional status of women. 

Panelist: "Historians as Activists," American Historical Association Annual meeting, January, 2004. 

Re-review of ms. for University of North Carolina Press, December 2003. 

National Endowment for the Humanities, Summer Stipend Selection Panel, 2003. 

Peer review for the Women & Social Movements website (primary documents), edited by Thomas Dublin and 

Kathryn Kish Sklar, SUNY at Binghamton. http://womhist.binghamton.edu; July 2003. 

Chair, Committee on Research Grant Awards for U.S./Western Hemisphere Grants, American Historical 

Association, 2003. 

Book manuscript review: The Dilemma of the Liberal Welfare State, 1945-1965: Gender, Race, and Aid to 

Dependent Children for UNC Press, March 2003.  

Book manuscript review: The Blessings of Liberty: A Concise History of the Constitution of the United States, by 

Michael Les Benedict, for its second edition, along with the supplement, Sources in American 

Constitutional History for Houghton Mifflin, August 2002. 

Manuscript review: “‘We are Neither Male nor Female Democrats’: Gender Difference, Liberal Individualism, and 

Women in the Postwar Democratic Party,” Journal of American History, June 2002. 

Berkshire Conference on the History of Women, chair, panel on conservative women’s activism in the twentieth 

century, June 8, 2002. 

Manuscript review: “Friends or Foes?  Black Activists, White Feminists, and the Equal Employment 

Opportunity Commission, 1964-1980,” Journal of Policy History, April 2002. 

Congressional Fellows on Women and Public Policy, Women’s Research and Education Institute, Washington, 

D.C., March 4, 2002: talk on the constitutional status of women. 

GWU/IWPR Friday Forum, presentation on the history of state control of family formation, December 7, 2001, 

Washington, D.C. 

Committee on Research Grant Awards for U.S./Western Hemisphere Grants, American Historical Association, 

2002. 

Manuscript review: “Forty-Eight Congresswomen in '48: The Battle for Postwar Feminism,” Journal of 

Women’s History, November 2001. 

Association for Public Policy Analysis and Management annual meeting, chair, panel on the role of gender in 

agenda-setting, November 2, 2001, Washington, D.C. 

Radcliffe Institute, Schlesinger Library, Endorsement to the National Endowment for the Humanities on behalf 

http://womhist.binghamton.edu/
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of the Schlesinger Library’s proposal for a grant to process manuscript collections document the modern 

feminist movement, June 2001. 

International Biennial Conference on Research on Women and Policy, presentation on  policy concerning 

childraising in a post-agricultural economy, June 9, 2001, Washington, D.C. 

National Council of Women’s Organizations, Congressional Briefing on Childcare and Caregiving, June 18, 

2001, Washington, D.C.: panelist. 

Congressional Fellows on Women and Public Policy, Women’s Research and Education Institute, 

Washington, D.C., April 2, 2001: talk on the constitutional status of women. 

Participant, Conference on Teaching Constitutional History, sponsored by the Supreme Court Historical Society 

& the University of South Carolina Law School, Washington, D.C., February 15-18, 2001. 

“Constitutional Equality for Women: Losing the Battle/Winning the War,” at Women and the U.S. 

Constitution, conference sponsored by Baruch College, City University of New York, February 10, 2001. 

Manuscript review: “Margaret Chase Smith and the Struggle for Political Legitimacy in the 1950s,” Journal of 

Women’s History, February 2001. 

Session moderator, “Political Environments,” International Perspectives: The Social, Political, and Economic 

Impact of Education on Women and Girls, international symposium sponsored by the AAUW Educational 

Foundation, November 17-18, 2000. 

SUNY-New Paltz, Conference: Through the Looking Glass: Feminism and Popular Culture. New Paltz, N.Y., 

scheduled presenter: “"Annie Oakley: television's feminist for the 'fifties"; October 28, 2000. 

Guest speaker for course on “The U.S. in the 1960s,” Professor Michael Kazin, Georgetown University, 

October 24, 2000. 

Manuscript review: “Doing the Housework of Government: Republican Women’s Activism in the 1950s,” 

Journal of Women’s History, September 2000. 

Eleanor Roosevelt Papers, The George Washington University, Washington, D.C., member, Editorial Board, 

2000 - 

Outside reviewer: McGraw-Hill, revision of women’s history text, June 2000. 

Reviewer, book proposal, University of Kansas Press, May 2000. 

George Washington University, Program Board, Women’s History Month, featured speaker on International 

Women’s Day: “The Modern Woman – Trying To Do It All,” March 8, 2000. 

Anne Reingold, proposed producer of a PBS series on Women in Washington: Consultation, February 7, 2000. 

Congressional Fellows on Women and Public Policy, Women’s Research and Education Institute, Washington, 

D.C., December 6, 1999: talk on the constitutional status of women. 

OASIS (national organization for older adults), Washington, D.C., November 17, 1999: address, “Women and 

Change in the Twentieth Century.” 

National Endowment for the Humanities, Washington, D.C., November 5, 1999: review of proposal: 

“Collective Voices: First Ladies and the American Rhetorical Tradition.” 

United States Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit, special session in honor of the twentieth anniversary of the 

appointment of Judge Dolores K. Sloviter, Philadelphia, Pa., October 1, 1999: “Women Federal Judges: 

The impact of gender on the federal bench.”  

Berkshire Conference on the History of Women, Rochester, N.Y., commentator, panel on Enriching the Debate: 

Activist Organizations, Welfare Rights, and  Invisibility, June 6, 1999. 

Conference on Policy History sponsored by the Journal of Policy History, St. Louis, Mo., organized panel and 

presented paper on “The Constitutional Status of Women at the Close of the Twentieth Century,” May 28, 

1999. 

Women's National Democratic Club, oral history interview on Esther Peterson and the President's Commission 

on the Status of Women, May 14, 1999. 

American Association of Retired Persons, address on the constitutional status of women, Washington, D.C.,  

March 18, 1999. 

National Youth Leadership Forum, Seminar for high school students on prayer in the public schools, Tysons 

Corner, Virginia, March 10, 1999. 

1999 Communitarian Summit, panelist, "Discrimination and Sexual Harassment," February 28, 1999. 

President's Commission on the Celebration of Women in American History, testimony on behalf of the 
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Organization of American Historians, Washington, D.C., November 13, 1998. 

Manuscript review, Journal of Women's History, October 1998. 

Reviewer, book manuscript, New York University Press, October 1998. 

Interview, Irish Television, regarding the Clinton scandal, Washington, D.C., September 1998. 

Women's Research and Education Institute, luncheon speaker for 1998-99 Congressional Fellows, September 

28, 1998. 

American Civil Liberties Union, National Capital Area, Annual Meeting, Keynote speech: "Constitutional 

Equality for Women: Losing the Battle but Winning the War," Washington, D.C., June 25, 1998. 

Institute for Women’s Policy Research, Fifth Women’s Policy Research Conference, “The status of 

constitutional equality for women” Washington, D.C., June 13, 1998. 

Winrock International, Georgian Women's Leadership Training Program, speaker on women and public policy, 

Arlington, VA, March 27, 1998. 

Women's National Democratic Club, "Women and the Administration of John F. Kennedy," Washington, D.C., 

 March 23, 1998. 

Commentator, "68/98: The Journey," News Channel 8, Rosslyn, VA, February 6, 1998. 

The George Washington University, panelist, "Sex, the Presidency, and Public Policy," February 3, 1998. 

Outside appointment review, University of Virginia, Charlottesville, VA, February 1998. 

Outside tenure review, Metropolitan State University, St. Paul, MN, January 1998. 

National Youth Leadership Forum on Law and the Constitution, panel participant: "School Prayer and the 

Separation of Church and State," Washington, D.C., November 19, 1997. 

Association of American Colleges and Universities,  Conference: "Women's Leadership: Changing Concepts of 

Power," speaker concerning historical scholarship on women and leadership. Washington, D.C., November 

14, 1997.  

Social Science History Association, panelist, "The Ironies of Affirmative Action," Washington, D.C., October 

1997. 

Manuscript review, NWSA Journal, September 1997. 

Reviewer, book manuscript, Congressional Quarterly, Inc., August 1997. 

Fairfax County School District, Fairfax County, Va.,  in-service training for secondary school teachers 

conducted by the University of Virginia, April 24, 1997; speaker: "Key events in women's history: the 

formation of the National Organization for Women." 

Public Leadership Education Network, Washington, D.C., April 23, 1997; speaker: "How women's  

 issues get on the policy agenda." 

The George Washington University, Washington, D.C., March 10, 1997; convener: Symposium on      

Changing Welfare Policy and the American Political System; moderator: "History and the Politics of 

Welfare Legislation." 

The Carter Center, Atlanta, Ga., conference on "The Carter Presidency: Policy Choices in the Post-New  Deal 

Era," February 21, 1997; panelist, "Equal Rights." 

Reviewer, PS: Political Science and Politics (APSA), February 1997. 

National Youth Leadership Forum on Law and the Constitution, Washington, D.C., November 20, 1996;  

 speaker: "School Prayer and the Separation of Church and State." 

American Studies Association, Kansas City, Mo., November 2, 1996; panelist: "Representing Hillary 

 Clinton: Constructing and Deconstructing Gender in the Contemporary United States." 

Clearinghouse on Women's Issues, Washington, D.C., September 24, 1996;  speaker: "The Impact of 

 Recent Supreme Court Rulings on Sex Discrimination." 

National Women's Studies Association, Saratoga Springs, N.Y., June 13-16, 1996; moderator: "Women  and 

the Law." 

Berkshire Conference on the History of Women in America, Chapel Hill, N.C., June 6-9, 1996; panelist, 

 "Women's History in a Wired World." 

U.S. Capitol Historical Society, Washington, D.C., conference on "Women in the United States in Congress: 

Past and Present," April 26, 1996; panelist, "Current Perspectives." 

Mount Vernon College, Washington, D.C., March 21, 1996; panelist: Symposium on Transcending the  War 

Between the Sexes. 
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Public Leadership Education Network, Washington, D.C., March 19, 1996; speaker: "How women's  

 issues get on the policy agenda." 

The George Washington University, Symposium on Values and Public Policy, October 1995; speaker: 

 "Gender and Values in Public Policy." 

International Union of Electronic, Electrical, Salaried, Machine and Furniture Workers, AFL-CIO, Social 

Action Committee mid-year meeting, August 11, 1995; speaker: "The history and implications of welfare 

reform.  

Schlesinger Library, Radcliffe College, consultant on the papers of Catherine East, Arlington, Va., May- June 

1995. 

National Youth Leadership Forum on Law and the Constitution, Washington, D.C., March 22, 1995, panel 

participant: "School Prayer and the Separation of Church and State." 

Program Advisory Committee, Institute for Women's Policy Research, 1995 - . 

 

Honors: Sophia Smith Collection Travel to Collections Grant, 2001-2002; Radcliffe Institute for Advanced 

Study Research Grant, 2001-2002; NEH Summer Stipend, 2001; Director’s Award, Federal Judicial Center, 

1992; Research Fellowship, The Brookings Institution, 1979-80; CETA Dissertation Grant, U.S. Dept. of 

Labor, 1978-79; The Lyndon Baines Johnson Foundation Grant, 1978; The Eleanor Roosevelt Institute 

Grant, 1977;  Harry S. Truman Institute Grant, 1977;  Columbia University Readership, 1974-75;  Columbia 

University Scholarship, 1966-67;  NYS Regents' Scholarship, 1963-66. 

 

Professional Associations:  American Historical Association; Organization of American Historians; 

American Political Science Association; Coordinating Council for Women in History. 

Other Experience: 

 

Television and Radio Appearances 

Al Jazeera Satellite Channel, Washington Bureau; Interview on political participation of women in the United 

States, taped Friday January 19, 2007. 

National Public Radio, Interview about the National Organization of Women's 40th anniversary, All Things 

Considered, November 18, 2006.. 

C-SPAN, Washington Journal, live interview from 9:00 to 10:00 a.m., on women’s waged work during World 

War II, August 31, 2002. 

WTOP (Washington, D.C.), taped interview on Hillary Clinton’s prospects as a presidential candidate, August 

19, 2002. 

Irish Television, taped interview in Washington, D.C. concerning the Clinton scandal, September 16, 1998. 

News Channel 8, commentator, "68/98: The Journey," Rosslyn, VA, February 6, 1998. 

WTOP (Washington, D.C.), interviews concerning the role of the First Lady, August 16 & 17, 1996. 

CNN News (Washington, D.C.), August 25, 1995, discussion of the 75th anniversary of ratification of  the 

Nineteenth Amendment. 

Voice of America (Washington, D.C.), April 12, 1988, Encounter, discussion of Supreme Court  

 decisions on affirmative action 

Interviews concerning women's issues on WAMU-FM, WMAL-FM (Washington, D.C.), WPGC (Prince 

Georges County, Md.), New Jersey Public Broadcasting, local NJ stations. 

 



 

 
Revised June 4, 2019 

 

 

13 

Public Service, Civil Rights and Civil Liberties Experience 

AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION (1970 - ) National Board, 1999-2001. 

       NATIONAL CAPITAL AREA AFFILIATE: President, 1997 - 1999 ; Vice-President, 1995 - 1996; Executive Committee, 

1994 - ; Member, Executive Board, 1987 - ; Member, Legislative Committee, 1984-1994 (Secretary: 1987; 

Vice-Chair: 1988); Member, Litigation Screening Committee, 1999 - . 

BILL OF RIGHTS EDUCATION COLLABORATIVE (American Historical Association/American Political Science 

Association): Governing Board, 1990-1992 

D.C. COMMISSION ON WOMEN, appointed by Mayor Anthony Williams, November 2006. 

INSTITUTE FOR WOMEN'S POLICY RESEARCH: Program Advisory Board, 1995 - ; . 

NATIONAL ORGANIZATION FOR WOMEN (1970 - ) National Committee on Credit Discrimination, Chair, 

1978-1979: formulation of written testimony on the implementation of the Equal Credit Opportunity Act; 

consultation with the Board of Governors, Federal Reserve System and the Federal Trade Commission; 

speaking before organizations and on media; individual credit counseling; preparation of literature dealing 

with credit discrimination. 

NCWO: DOMESTIC POLICY COMMITTEE, 2003 –  ;contributor (with Heidi Hartman) to 50 Ways to Improve 

Women’s Lives, Inner Ocean Publishing, Inc., 2005. 

WASHINGTON, D.C.: ADVISORY NEIGHBORHOOD COMMISSION 3F: Elected Commissioner for single member 

district 3F04, November 1988, for two-year term, 1989-90; vice-chair, September 1989 - August 1990; 

chair, September - December 1990. 

WOMEN'S COMMITTEE OF 100 (a national network devoted to equity for poor women): founding member, 1995 

- . Briefings on impending reauthorization of welfare legislation (on-going). 

WOMEN'S RESEARCH AND EDUCATION INSTITUTE: Book Advisory Committee, 1994 - 2002. 


