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George Washington University, Washington, DC 
    Associate Professor, Department of History, 2014-present 
    Chair, Department of History, 2023-present 
    Co-Director, Albert H. Small Normandy Institute, 2023-present 
    Associate (Vice) Chair, Department of History, 2018-23     
    Director of Undergraduate Studies, Department of History, 2015-18 
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Courses: HIS 1310: Intro to American History (in-person and online); HIS 2305: War of 1812 
(undergrad seminar); HIS 3303: Revolutionary America; HIS 3304: George Washington and 
His World; HIS 6001: British Atlantic World (grad seminar); HIS 6303: Revolutionary 
America (grad seminar); HIST 3044: The Price of Freedom: Normandy, 1944; CCAS 1001: 
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     Assistant Professor, Department of History, 2004-12 
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     7010: Readings in Colonial America (grad seminar); HIS 7020: Readings in Revolutionary  
     America (grad seminar); HIS 9900: Teaching History at the College Level (grad seminar) 
 
 
EDUCATION 
 
Princeton University, Princeton, New Jersey    
     Ph.D., History, 2004 

Dissertation: “The Evil Necessity: British Naval Impressment in the Eighteenth-Century    
Atlantic World” (advisor: John M. Murrin)      

     M.A., History, 2000; Departmental Distinction 
 
St. Olaf College, Northfield, Minnesota 
     B.A., History, 1997; summa cum laude (Valedictorian)  
      JYA (Junior Year Abroad), Harris Manchester College, Oxford University, 1995-96  
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PUBLICATIONS 
 
Books 
 
George Washington and His World: Enslaver, Revolutionary, President (New York: Oxford 
University Press, 2026). 
 
Editor, George Washington and the Establishment of the Federal Government, Bedford 
Document Collections e-book (Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2020). 
 
Co-Author (with John M. Murrin, Pekka Hämäläinen, Paul E. Johnson, James M. McPherson, 
Alice Fahs, Gary Gerstle, Emily S. Rosenberg, and Norman L. Rosenberg), Liberty, Equality, 
Power: A History of the American People, 7th edn. (Boston: Cengage, 2016); enhanced 7th edn. 
(2020). 
 
Co-Author (with George Goethals), Leading Change: George Washington and Establishing the 
Presidency (Mount Vernon: George Washington Leadership Institute for iTunes and Kindle, 
2017).  
 
Co-Editor (with David J. Silverman), The American Revolution Reader (New York: Routledge, 
2014). 
 
The Evil Necessity: British Naval Impressment in the Eighteenth-Century Atlantic World 
(Charlottesville: University of Virginia Press, 2013). 
 

Walker Cowen Memorial Prize, University of Virginia Press, for an outstanding work in 
eighteenth-century studies in the Americas and Atlantic world.  
 
Honorable Mention, John Lyman Book Award (“U.S. Maritime History”), North 
American Society for Oceanic History. 

 
Co-Editor (with Joel Stone and Douglas D. Fisher), Border Crossings: The Detroit River Region 
in the War of 1812 (Detroit: Detroit Historical Society, 2012), author of “Introduction,” 5-21. 
 
 State History Book Award, Historical Society of Michigan. 
 
 Leadership in History Award, American Association for State and Local History. 
 
Co-Editor (with Stanley N. Katz, John M. Murrin, Douglas Greenberg, and David J. Silverman), 
Colonial America: Essays in Politics and Social Development, 6th edn. (New York: Routledge, 
2011). 
 
Co-Editor (with Joel Stone), Revolutionary Detroit: Portraits in Political and Cultural Change, 
1760-1805 (Detroit: Detroit Historical Society, 2009); author of “Introduction,” 3-22. 
 
 
Books in Progress  
 
Citizens and Subjects: British Naval Impressment in the Revolutionary Atlantic (Charlottesville: 
University of Virginia Press, projected 2028). 



3 
 
George Washington: A Very Short Introduction (New York: Oxford University Press, projected 
2028). 
 
Refereed Essays and Journal Articles  
 
“George Washington’s Talents: The First President’s Leadership Lessons for Today,” in 
Learning Through George Washington (Charlottesville: University of Virginia Press, 2026). 
 
Co-Editor (with Rosemarie Zagarri), Special issue on the Fairfax Resolves, Transactions, 
American Philosophical Society (June 2026). 
 
“Midshipman Washington: Telling of How George Washington Nearly Joined the British Navy,” 
Journal of Modern Life Writing Studies (China), no. 25 (Fall 2025), 108-23. 
 
“Pledging Their Fortunes: The Professions of the Signers of the Declaration of Independence,” 
History Now, no. 64 (“New Light on the Declaration and Its Signers”), Fall 2022. 
 
“Pirates vs. Press Gangs: The Battle for the Atlantic,” História (São Paulo), vol. 38 (Jan. 2019), 
1-16. 
 
“‘Executioners of Their Friends and Brethren’: Naval Impressment as an Atlantic Civil War,” in 
The American Revolution Reborn, eds. Patrick K. Spero and Michael W. Zuckerman 
(Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2016), 82-104. 
 
“De-Anglicization: The Jeffersonian Attack on an American Naval Establishment,” in 
Anglicizing America: Empire, Revolution, Republic, eds. Ignacio Gallup-Diaz, Andrew 
Shankman, and David J. Silverman (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2015), 205-
25.  
 
“James Madison and the National Gazette Essays: The Birth of a Party Politician,” in A 
Companion to James Madison and James Monroe, ed. Stuart Leibiger (Malden, MA.: Wiley-
Blackwell, 2012), 143-58. 
 
“Subjects vs. Citizens: Impressment and Identity in the Anglo-American Atlantic,” Journal of 
the Early Republic, vol. 30 (Winter 2010), 557-86. 
  
“Men of War: British Sailors and the Impressment Paradox,” Journal of Early Modern History, 
vol. 14 (Spring 2010), 9-44. 
 
“The Knowles Atlantic Impressment Riots of the 1740s,” Early American Studies, vol. 5 (Fall 
2007), 324-66.  
 

Reprinted in Stanley N. Katz et al., eds., Colonial America: Essays in Politics and Social 
Development, 6th ed. (New York: Routledge, 2010). 
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Book Chapters, Entries, and Popular Writings  
 
Co-Author (with Mark McKibbin), “Strange Political Bedfellows,” History News Network, 
October 9, 2024. 
 
“GW Reached Pinnacle of Shared Governance in Reviewing Colonials Moniker, The GW 
Hatchet, September 12, 2022. 
 
“George Washington University’s Name is ‘Off Limits’ for Renaming,” Wall Street Journal 
(Letter to the Editor), July 8, 2022. 
 
“‘The Best Patriots’: George Washington and Strong Women in the Founding Era,” Proceedings, 
The National Society of the Colonial Dames of America (Washington, DC, 2021).  
 
“From Classroom to Gallery: George Washington and His World,” Museum Magazine (George 
Washington University Museum), Winter 2020, 9.  
 
“George Washington Was Never a ‘Colonial,’” The GW Hatchet, February 14, 2019. 
 
“Realizing Independence,” in Revisiting the Founding Era: Readings from the Gilder Lehrman 
Institute of American History, ed. Carol Berkin (New York: Gilder Lehrman Institute of 
American History, 2018), 16-29. 
 
Co-Author (with Allison Wickens), “Teaching the Constitution with George Washington’s 
Mount Vernon,” McGraw-Hill Education, The Art of Teaching (online journal), September 15, 
2017. 
 
Co-Author (with John Donoghue), “Teaching History in the Age of Trump,” History News 
Network, February 7, 2017.  
 
“Napoleon Bonaparte”; “Naturalization Act of 1790”; “George Washington,” in America in the 
World, 1776 to the Present: A Supplement to the Dictionary of American History, 2 vols., ed. 
Edward J. Blum (New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 2016), 2:713-15; 2:732-33; 2:1077-79. 
 
Consulting Editor, Cobblestone (September 2014, special issue on the American Revolution); 
author of “Congress Is in Session,” 28-31. 
 
“Impressment,” in The Oxford Encyclopedia of American Social History, 2 vols., ed. Lynn 
Dumenil (New York: Oxford University Press, 2012), 1:527-28. 
 
“Desertion, Navy” and “Impressment, Navy,” in The Encyclopedia of North American Colonial 
Conflicts to 1775, ed. Spencer C. Tucker, 3 vols. (Santa Barbara: ABC-CLIO, 2008), 1:162-63, 
388-89. 
 
“History, Revised,” New York Times Book Review (Letter to the Editor), June 1, 2008. 
 
 
 



5 
 
“S.A.D. and Sadness,” Inside Higher Ed, February 1, 2008. 
  

Reprinted in CLAS NOTES, Wayne State University, Spring 2008. 
 

“American Colonies: Virginia Company,” in The Reader’s Guide to British History, ed. David  
Loades, 2 vols. (New York: Routledge, 2003), 1:29-30. 
 
“Everyday Escapes: The Art of Evading the British Press Gang,” International Seminar on the 
History of the Atlantic World, Working Papers: Atlantic Networks, 1500-1825 (Cambridge, 
MA., 2003).  
 
Contributing writer, “Allied Relations and Negotiations with Argentina,” and “Allied Relations 
and Negotiations with Turkey,” in U.S. and Allied Wartime and Postwar Relations and 
Negotiations with Argentina, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, and Turkey on Looted Gold and German 
External Assets and U.S. Concerns About the Fate of the Wartime Ustasha Treasury, prepared 
by William Slany (Washington, DC: U.S. Department of State, 1998), 1-22; 113-39. 
 
Reviews 
 
Peter R. Henriques, George Washington: His Quest for Honor and Fame, in New England 
Quarterly (forthcoming 2026). 
 
Paul J. Polgar, Marc H. Lerner, and Jesse Cromwell, eds., Beyond 1619: The Atlantic Origins of 
American Slavery, in Journal of American History, vol. 111 (March 2025), 787. 
 
John Gilbert McCurdy, Quarters: The Accommodation of the British Army and the Coming of 
the American Revolution, in Eighteenth-Century Studies, vol. 54 (Spring 2021), 724-26. 
 
Edward J. Larson, The Return of George Washington, 1783-1789, in Journal of Southern 
History, vol. 81 (November 2015), 954-55. 
 
“Atlantic Passengers,” a review essay of Stephen R. Berry, A Path in the Mighty Waters: 
Shipboard Life and Atlantic Crossings to the New World; and Amy Mitchell-Cook, A Sea of 
Misadventures: Shipwreck and Survival in Early America, in William and Mary Quarterly, 3d 
ser., vol. 72 (July 2015), 509-12. 
 
Catherine Cangany, Frontier Seaport: Detroit’s Transformation into an Atlantic Entrepôt, in 
American Historical Review, vol. 120 (February 2015), 230-31. 
 
Billy G. Smith, Ship of Death: A Voyage That Changed the Atlantic World, in Journal of 
American History, vol. 101 (September 2014), 572-73. 
 
Paul A. Gilje, Free Trade and Sailors’ Rights in the War of 1812, in Journal of Interdisciplinary 
History, vol. 44 (Spring 2014), 556-57. 
 
“Exhibit Review: The UAW and the Release of Mandela,” Labor: Studies in Working-Class 
History of the Americas, vol. 6 (Winter 2009), 11-17. 
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“Rule Britannia’s Long Rule,” review of Jeremy Black, The British Seaborne Empire, in H-Net: 
Humanities and Social Sciences Online (June 2005). 
 
Richard Brookhiser, Gentleman Revolutionary: Gouverneur Morris, The Rake Who 
Wrote the Constitution, in New-York Journal of American History (Fall 2003), 108-9. 
 
FUNDED RESEARCH  
 
External Awards 
 
Project Director, “The Long Struggle for Equality: The Declaration of Independence at 250,” a 
national traveling exhibition with accompanying public programs sponsored by the Gilder 
Lehrman Institute of American History and American Library Association to recognize the 250th 
anniversary of the Declaration of Independence; recipient of a Public Humanities Projects 
Planning Grant from the National Endowment for the Humanities, 2023 
 
Faculty Co-Advisor, “Revisiting the Founding Era,” a national library outreach project 
sponsored by the Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History and American Library 
Association to expand public understanding of the founding era; recipient of a three-year 
Community Conversations Grant from the National Endowment for the Humanities, 2017-20  
 
Summer Research Stipend, National Endowment for the Humanities, 2014 (Citizens and 
Subjects)  
 
Residency Research Fellowship, Fred W. Smith National Library for the Study of George 
Washington, Mount Vernon Estate, 2014 (Citizens and Subjects) 
 
Creative Projects Grant, Consulate General of Canada, Detroit, Michigan, 2012 (Border 
Crossings) 
 
Book Grant, Daughters of the American Revolution, Grosse Pointe, Michigan, 2012 (Border 
Crossings) 
 
Residency Research Fellowship, Eisenberg Institute for Historical Studies, University of 
Michigan, 2009-2010 (Evil Necessity) 
 
Book Grant, Daughters of the American Revolution, Grosse Pointe, Michigan, 2009 
(Revolutionary Detroit) 
 
Book Grant, Michigan Humanities Council, Lansing, Michigan, 2009 (Revolutionary Detroit) 
 
National Endowment for the Humanities Fellowship, Newberry Library, Chicago, 2007-2008 
(Evil Necessity)  
 
Society of the Cincinnati/MCEAS Barra Dissertation Fellowship, McNeil Center for Early 
American Studies, University of Pennsylvania, 2003-2004 (“Evil Necessity” diss.) 
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Student Fellowship, Institute of United States Studies, University of London, 2001-2002 (“Evil 
Necessity” diss.) 
 
Albert J. Beveridge Grant, American Historical Association, 2001 (“Evil Necessity” diss.) 
 
Society of Colonial Wars of Massachusetts Fellowship, Massachusetts Historical Society, 2001 
(“Evil Necessity” diss.) 
 
Alexander O. Vietor Memorial Fellowship, John Carter Brown Library, Brown University, 2001 
(“Evil Necessity” diss.) 
 
Price Visiting Research Fellowship, William L. Clements Library, University of Michigan, 2000 
(“Evil Necessity” diss.) 
 
 
Internal Awards (George Washington University)  
Research Grant, Columbian College of Arts and Sciences, George Washington University, 2018 
(Citizens and Subjects)  
 
Dean’s Research Chair, Columbian College of Arts and Sciences, George Washington 
University, 2015-18 (Citizens and Subjects) 
 
George Washington University Facilitating Fund Award, 2014 (Citizens and Subjects) 
 
George Washington University Facilitating Fund Award, 2013 (Citizens and Subjects) 
 
 
Internal Awards (Wayne State University) 
 
Book Grant, CommunityEngagement@Wayne, Irvin D. Reid Honors College, Wayne State 
University, 2012 (Border Crossings) 
 
Wayne State University Research Grant, 2009 (Evil Necessity) 
Book Grant, CommunityEngagement@Wayne, Irvin D. Reid Honors College, Wayne State 
University, 2009 (Revolutionary Detroit) 
 
Community-Based Teaching Grant, CommunityEngagement@Wayne, Irvin D. Reid Honors 
College, Wayne State University, 2009 (Revolutionary Detroit)  
 
Resident Scholar, Wayne State Humanities Center, 2008-2009 (Evil Necessity)  
Humanities Center Faculty Fellowship, Wayne State University, 2007 (Evil Necessity) 
 
Internal Awards (Princeton University) 
 
Dissertation Grant, Center of International Studies, Princeton, 2001 (“Evil Necessity” diss.) 
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ADDITIONAL HONORS 
 
Scholarship 
 
Visiting Lecturer, Department of History, University of São Paulo, Brazil, 2026 
 
Visiting Lecturer, Graduate Program in History, São Paulo State University, Campus Franca, 
Brazil, 2017 
 
Honorable Mention, John Lyman Book Award (“U.S. Maritime History”), North American 
Society for Oceanic History, 2014 (Evil Necessity) 
 
Leadership in History Award, American Association for State and Local History, 2014 (Border 
Crossings) 
 
State History Book Award, Historical Society of Michigan, 2013 (Border Crossings) 
 
Walker Cowen Memorial Prize, University of Virginia Press, for an outstanding work in 
eighteenth-century studies in the Americas and Atlantic world, 2012 (Evil Necessity) 
 
Visiting Scholar, Eisenberg Institute for Historical Studies, University of Michigan, 2010-12 
 
Invited Participant, International Seminar on the History of the Atlantic World, Harvard 
University, 2003   
 
Rhodes Scholarship Regional Finalist (State of Utah Nominee), 1998 
 
 
Teaching and Service 
 
George Washington University Academy of Distinguished Teachers, 2016-present 
 
Nominee, Oscar and Shoshana Trachtenberg Prize for Service, George Washington University, 
2026 
 
Higher Education Chair, College Board AP U.S. History Development Committee, 2021-2023; 
Higher Education Member, 2018-2020 
 
National Endowment for the Humanities Summer Institute Project Director, “The Making of 
America: Colonial Era to Reconstruction” (in partnership with the Gilder Lehrman Institute of 
American History), July 2021, 2023 
 
Nominee, Graduate Mentoring Award, Columbian College of Arts and Sciences, George 
Washington University, 2022 
 
Oscar and Shoshana Trachtenberg Prize for Teaching Excellence, George Washington 
University, 2018  
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Nominee, Professor of the Year, George Washington University Student Athletes, 2016, 2018, 
2020 (runner-up) 
 
Facilitator, Junior Faculty Learning Community (FLC Jr.), University Teaching and Learning 
Center, George Washington University, 2014-17 
 
Faculty Co-Advisor, Phi-Alpha Theta History Honor Society, Best Chapter Award Honorable 
Mention, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017  
 
Faculty Mentor, George Washington University Undergraduate Research Award, 2013-14, 2016-
17 
 
Morton A. Bender Teaching Award, George Washington University, 2016  
 
CCAS Dean’s Research Excellence Award for Mentoring (DREAM), 2016  
 
Online Course Development Grant, George Washington University, 2016  
 
Runner-Up, Faculty GEM (Going the Extra Mile) Service Award, George Washington 
University, November 2014 
 
Student-Nominated Graduation Speaker, Columbian College of Arts and Sciences (Masters and 
Doctoral Degrees), George Washington University, May 2013 
 
Graduate, Faculty Learning Community Jr., Teaching and Learning Collaborative, George 
Washington University, Spring 2013   
 
Invited Lecturer, “Global Turning Points in the American Revolutionary War,” Smithsonian 
Teaching American History Workshop, Stanton, MI., October 2011 
 
Faculty Mentor, Wayne State University Undergraduate Research Award, 2007, 2009, 2010, 
2011  
 
Excellence in Teaching Award, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, Wayne State University, 
2010  
 
“Favorite Professor,” Scholar-Athlete Recognition Luncheon, Wayne State University, 2005, 
2006, 2007, 2009, 2010 
 
President’s Award for Excellence in Teaching, Wayne State University, 2007  
 
Faculty Mentor, Ronald E. McNair Scholars Program, Wayne State University, 2007  
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LEAD SCHOLAR, TEACHER PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND LEADERSHIP PROGRAMS     
 
Albert H. Small Normandy Institute, George Washington University  
 
Co-Director, 2023-present 
Deputy Academic Director, 2018-23 
 
Presentations:  
 
“Commemoration, Memorialization, Memory” (2024) 
 
“The Good War: The Career of a Concept” (2024) 
 
“World War II: The Big Picture” (2018-24) 
 
“Army Structure and Terminology” (2020-22) 
 
 
George Washington Teacher Institute, George Washington’s Mount Vernon  
 
Lead Scholar, Residential Institutes 
 

“Leadership and Legacy: Lessons from George Washington” (June 2016, July 2017, 
August 2018, November 2018, June 2019, June 2021, August 2022, August 2023, July 
2024, June 2025) 

 
“The Great Experiment: George Washington and the Founding of the U.S. Government” 
(October 2016) 

 
Missouri Residential Teacher Institute (October 2013, September 2014, September 2015) 

 
Lead Scholar, Regional Workshops 
 
 Louisiana: New Orleans Public Schools (January 2026) 
 

Montana: Billings Public Schools (March 2023) 
  

Wisconsin: Milwaukee Public Schools (October 2017, March 2018) 
 

Wisconsin: The Center for the Study of the American Constitution, University of 
Wisconsin, Madison (September 2017) 
 
Alabama: Rosa Parks Museum, Montgomery; Gulf Quest: National Maritime Museum of 
the Gulf of Mexico, Mobile (October 2016) 

 
Rhode Island: Rhode Island Historical Society, Providence (August 2015) 

 
Arkansas: William J. Clinton Presidential Library and Museum, Little Rock; Crystal 
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Bridges Museum of American Art, Bentonville (November 2014) 
 
Lead Scholar, One-Day Workshops  
 

DC Public Schools Professional Development Day, Anderson House, Washington, DC 
(January 2026) 

 
Online Institute: “George Washington: Lessons in Leadership” (May 2020) 
 
DC Public Schools Professional Development Day, Eastern High School, Washington, 
DC (December 2017) 

 
Ammerman Youth Leadership Program (February 2015, February 2016, March 2017,    

            November 2018) 
 

Scholars to Leaders, “Defining Spaces: Constructing Citizenship and Country” (May 
2016) 
 
Social Studies Methods in the Elementary Classroom, a joint program with the University 
of Maryland, College Park (October 2015, April 2016) 
 
Teaching the Founding Documents (June 2015) 

 
Presentations (2013-present):  
 
“The Constitutional Convention” 
 
“The Critical Period and the Constitution” 
 
“George Washington and the American Victory at Yorktown” 
 
“George Washington and the Bill of Rights” 
 
“George Washington as Change Agent—Transformative Leadership” 
 
“George Washington and Character-Based Leadership” 
 
“George Washington: Commander in Chief” 
 
“George Washington and the Constitution” 
 
“George Washington: Education Leader” 
 
“George Washington: Establishing the Presidency” 
 
“George Washington: An Overview” 
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“George Washington and Strong Women in the Founding Era” 
 
“George Washington’s American Revolution” 
 
“George Washington’s Farewell Address” 
 
“George Washington’s Military Leadership” 
 
“The Historiography of George Washington” 
 
“President Washington: Defining the Role of Commander in Chief” 
“President Washington and the Federalist Era” 
 
“The Leadership of George Washington” 
 
“The Legacy of George Washington” 
 
“Patron of Learning: The Intellectual George Washington” 
 
“The Radicalization of George Washington” 
 
“The Room Where It Happens: The Compromise of 1790 and Rise of Parties in Washington’s 
Cabinet” 
 
“Tests of Leadership: Washington and the Revolutionary War” 
 
 
George Washington Leadership Institute, George Washington’s Mount Vernon 
 
Special Programs: 
 

U.S. Army Command Class (October 2014, March 2015, October 2015, March 2016, 
January 2018) 
 
Sessions with Mount Vernon Leadership Fellows (June 2015, June 2017) 
 
USC George Washington Leadership Lecture: “Citizens to Subjects: George Washington 
and America’s Great Transformation,” Los Angeles, CA (January 2015) 

 
Presentations on Washington’s Leadership: 
 
American Association of Colleges of Pharmacy Fellows (November 2016, November 2017) 
 
Booz Allen Hamilton VP Learning Circle (December 2016) 
 
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) Academy (June 2016, June 2017, November 2017) 
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Federal Judicial Center (March 2017, December 2017, May 2018, January 2020) 
 
FN America (June 2017) 
 
The Heritage Foundation (May 2016) 
 
Internal Revenue Service (IRS) Candidate Development Program (February 2017) 
 
Jo Ann Davidson Ohio Leadership Institute (May 2014) 
 
Munich Young Leaders Program (May 2015) 
 
National Counterterrorism Center (August 2017) 
 
Presidential Leadership Scholars, a joint program of the George W. Bush, George H.W. Bush, 
William J. Clinton, and Lyndon B. Johnson presidential libraries (February 2015) 
 
Presidential Management Fellows (April 2013, September 2013, September 2014, June 2015, 
September 2015, April 2018) 
 
Sorensen Institute for Political Leadership, University of Virginia (June 2013) 
 
United Fresh Produce Association (April 2018) 
 
Virginia Bar Association (November 2013) 
 
 
Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History 
 
Lead Scholar, Residential Summer Seminars 
 

 “The Making of America: Colonial America to Reconstruction,” NEH Summer Institute 
at George Washington University (July 2023); Gettysburg College (July 2022); NEH 
Summer Online Institute (July 2021); George Washington University (July 2018, July 
2019) 

 
“The Era of George Washington,” Mount Vernon (July 2017) 

 
Lead Scholar, Online Graduate Education  
 

Course: “George Washington and His World” (Fall 2024) 
 
Course: “Revolutionary America” (Fall 2016, Spring 2019, Summer 2020, Summer 2022, 
Spring 2024) 

 
 Course: “Foundations of American Government” (Spring 2020) 
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Lecture: “American Revolution Historiography and Research Methods” (April 2017) 
 
 Lecture: “Alexander Hamilton and George Washington” (January 2017)  
 
Lead Scholar, One-Day Workshops  
 

“Early Party Politics and the Jeffersonian Era,” Kentucky Public Schools, Lexington, KY 
(October 2025) 

 
“The American Revolution,” Pine Crest School, Boca Raton, FL (online, August 2024) 
 
“The Electoral College,” Wichita Public Schools, Wichita, KS (online, May 2020) 

 
“The Consequences of the American Revolution,” Wichita Public Schools, Wichita, KS 
(June 2020) 

  
“George Washington and Establishing the Presidency,” Wichita Public Schools, Wichita, 
KS (May 2019) 
 
“Western Expansion and the Civil War,” Arlington Independent School District, 
Arlington, TX (February 2018) 
 
“The War of 1812,” Archdiocese of Newark Catholic Schools, Newark, NJ (February 
2018) 
 
“The American Revolution and the Constitution,” Arlington Independent School District, 
Arlington, TX (October 2017) 

 
“Early America and the Foundations of U.S. Government,” Wichita Public Schools, 
Wichita, KS (May and June 2017) 
 
“The Early American Republic,” Success Academy Charter Schools, New York, NY 
(February 2017) 

 
“The New Nation,” The Boston Coalition/Charles Hayden Foundation, Boston, MA 
(September 2016) 

 
 “The Civil War,” Brooklyn Diocese Catholic Schools, Howard Beach, NY (March 2015) 

 
“The Constitution and New Republic,” Archdiocese of Newark Catholic Schools, 
Newark, NJ (December 2014) 

 
Humanities Texas 
 
Academic Director, State Institutes 
  
 “The American Revolution at 250” (online Fall 2025, Spring 2026; in person June 2026 ) 
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“Teaching the Founding Documents” (Fall 2021) 

 
 “American Society in the Early Republic” (online July 2021) 
 

“Shaping the American Republic” (online Fall 2020 and Spring 2021) 
 
 “Founding a New Nation” (online June 2020) 
 
Teacher Lectures and Primary Document Workshops: 
 
 “America After the American Revolution” (April 2026) 
 
 “America Before the American Revolution” (October 2025) 

 
“Federalists vs. Antifederalists” (October 2018-19, October 2022, October 2023, October 
2025) 
 
“The Coming of the American Revolution” (September 2023) 

 
“The Declaration of Independence” (September 2021) 
 
“We the People: The Constitution and the Problem of Democracy in the Early Republic”  
(July 2021) 
 
“The Roots of American Industrialization” (February 2020) 
 
“The Articles of Confederation” (October 2017, October 2020) 

 
“Thomas Jefferson and the Founding of Political Parties” (June 2020) 
 
“Declaring Independence” (October 2016-19) 

 
“George Washington: Defining the Presidency” (June 2017, June 2019) 

 
“The French and Indian War” (June 2018) 

  
 “Growing British Identity in the American Colonies” (June 2018) 
 

“American Foreign Policy from Washington to Monroe” (June 2017) 
 

“Compromises in Adopting the Constitution” (August 2016) 
 

“The Presidency of James Madison” (June 2016) 
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American Revolution Institute, Society of the Cincinnati  
 
Masters Teachers Seminar Presentations: 
 
 “The Revolutionary Generation” (July 2022) 
 
 
Smithsonian Associates 
 
“National Treasure: A Blockbuster Co-Starring the Declaration of Independence” (online lecture, 
July 2026). 
 
“Philadelphia: A Revolutionary City” (one-day bus tour, September 2023 and April 2026) 
 
“Forced into War: How Impressment Fueled the Royal Navy,” (online lecture, March 2021) 
 
“The Room Where It Happens: The Compromise of 1790 in Historical Perspective” (February 
2018) 
 
 
STUDENT ADVISING 
 
George Washington University 
 
Ph.D. Advisor  
 
James Masnov (completing coursework) 
 
Emma Schlauder (completing coursework) 
 
Sam Dinnie, “‘This Convulsed Commonwealth’: Western Massachusetts Women in Protest and 
Dissent, 1734–1787” (dissertation in progress) 
 
Caroline (C.C.) Borzilleri, “The Personal and Professional Lives of Women Printers in the Early 
American Republic” (May 2025) 
 
Michael Guy, “How the Story Is Told: An Examination of Narratives and History at the 
Hampton National Historic Site” (May 2025) 
 
Anthony J. Cade, “Death or Victory: The Louisiana Native Guards and the Transformation of 
African American Society during the American Civil War” (May 2023) 
 
Matthew Goetz, “‘The Barbary States of America’: The Barbary Wars and the Development of 
Race” (May 2023) 
 
Kieran O’Keefe, “Suffering for the Crown: The Hudson River Valley Loyalists, Violence, and 
Forced Migration in Revolutionary North America” (May 2021) 
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Nathaniel Wuertenberg, “Divided We Stand: The American War for Independence, the 1775 
Quebec Campaign, and the Rise of Nations in the Twilight of Colonial Empires” (August 2020) 
 
Alexa Price, “Our Proudest Heritage: Masculinity, Nostalgia, and the Sailing Navy on Display, 
1820-1920” (May 2019) 
 
 
Ph.D. Dissertation Committees 
 
Charles Bowery (in progress) 
 
Grace Richter (in progress) 
 
Joshua Irvin, “Contests of Sovereignty: American, British, and Native Concepts of Self-
Determination” (in progress) 
 
Kelsey Flynn, “Information Management and the Early English Atlantic Empire, 1603-1661” 
(February 2016) 
 
Justin Pope, “Dangerous Spirit of Liberty: Slave Rebellion, Conspiracy, and the First Great 
Awakening, 1729-1746” (January 2014) 
 
Richard Boles, “Dividing the Faith: The Rise of Racially Segregated Northern Churches, 1730-
1850” (February 2013) 
 
 
Ph.D. Qualifying Exam Committees 
 
Jonathan Nattrass, Atlantic History (January 2026) 
Sam Dinnie, U.S. History to 1877 (September 2025) 
Grace Richter, Atlantic History (December 2022) 
Charles Bowery, U.S. History to 1877 (June 2022) 
Michael Guy, U.S. History to 1877 (May 2022) 
C.C. Borzilleri, U.S. History to 1877 (April 2022) 
Anthony J. Cade, Civil War (April 2021) 
Joshua Irvin, Colonial and Revolutionary America (October 2020) 
Matthew Goetz, Atlantic History (April 2020) 
Kieran O’Keefe, U.S. History to 1877 (April 2018) 
Alexa Price, Atlantic History (February 2016) 
Nathan Wuertenberg, U.S. History to 1877 (April 2016)  
William Horne, U.S. History to 1877 (September 2014) 
Lindsay Beach, Atlantic History (April 2013) 
James Feenstra, British Empire (October 2012) 
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M.A. Thesis Director  
 
Andrew Clark, “Replicated Magnificence: Royal Influences, Invented Costumes, and Material 
Power in John Wollaston’s 1765 Portrait of Mary Ross Beale” (May 2024) 
 
Devon Broecking-Knowlton, “The Days of the Sword Run Unbroken: Attack, Defense, and the 
Question of Victory in War, 1792-2023” (May 2023) 
 
Patrick Monaghan, “At War Forevermore: British and American Army Officers and Their 
Perceptions of Native Americans, 1740-1812” (August 2022) 
 
Marissa Milley: “Limitations of Republican Motherhood: An Analysis of the Political Behaviors 
of Martha Washington, Abigail Adams, and Dolley Madison” (May 2022)  
 
Jennifer Seiter: “Revolutionary Anglicans: Leadership, Diplomacy, and Politics in the Formation 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church, 1776-1789” (May 2022) 
Courtland Ingraham, “First in War, First in Peace, First in Retirement: How George Washington 
Shaped the Political Influence of the Post-Presidency” (May 2020) 
 
Tyler Bowers, “The Life and Soul of an Army: Discipline and Professionalism in George 
Washington’s Continental Army, 1775-1776” (May 2019) 
 
Jason Dencklau, “Baptists: North and South” (May 2018) 
 
Ariel Wilks, “Honor of the Flag: Privateers and American National Identity” (May 2018) 
 
Kerrington Shields, “Nonimportation in Massachusetts, New York, and Virginia: A Comparative 
Study” (May 2016)  
 
Dennis Lilly, “‘Unthinkable’ Resistance: The Work of Phillis Wheatley and the Discourse of 
‘Race’ in Late Eighteenth Century America” (August 2013) 
 
M.A. Thesis Second Reader 
 
Nicholas J.D. Russell, “Operation Cobra’s Legacy in the Development of Airland Battle 
Doctrine” (December 2019) 
 
Senior Honors Thesis Director 
 
Grayson Lewis, “If Not First, Then Last: The Leaders and Rogue Straggler in the Ratification of 
the U.S. Constitution” (May 2025; prize for best U.S. history honors thesis) 
 
Meghan Flanagan, “Beyond the Bean: Exploring Gender in 17th Century English Coffeehouses” 
(May 2024) 
 
Alexandra Brandis: “‘Glory Unfaded Shine’: The Impact of George Washington’s Memory 
during Times of Major Conflict in the United States” (May 2023) 
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Louis Cesaratto: “A Poppy Field Stained Red: Pointe du Hoc, Maisy Battery, and the Legacy of 
the 2nd and 5th Ranger Battalions” (May 2023) 
 
Caroline Eisenhuth, “The Key and the Cabinet: Two Mini-Museums in Public Spaces” (May 
2021) 
 
Ronni Farid, “‘America, a New Rome’: Roman Republican Influence on the Founding of Early 
American Republicanism” (May 2020)  
 
Aubrianna Mierow, “The Persuasion of Publius: A Comparative Analysis of the Influence of The 
Federalist on Ratification Conventions and Their Delegates in Virginia, New Hampshire, and 
New York” (May 2020) 
 
Elliot Warren, “Revolutionary Grievances: Exploring American Influence on Common French 
Citizens via the Cashiers de Doléances” (May 2018) 
 

Participant in McNeil Center for Early American Studies Undergraduate Workshop, 
University of Pennsylvania (April 2018) 

 
MaryKate Murphy, “Changing Tides: Identity in British Occupied Newport” (December 2017) 
 
Kathryn White, “George Washington, Consumerism, and Identity in 18th Century Alexandria, 
Virginia” (May 2017) 
 
Peri Buch, “A Historiography: How Historians Shaped British History” (May 2016) 
 
Jay Fondin, “‘Adaptive and Innovative Identities’: European Colonialism and Gender Change in 
Native and Colonial America” (May 2016)  
 
Michael Paganelli, “Barbaric or Benign? Examining the Burning of Washington in Historical 
Context” (May 2016) 
 
Kathryn Harris, “Transitions in the Rights and Privileges of Religious Liberty from Colonies to 
the Constitution: Quakers, Catholics, Jews, and Muslims” (May 2015) 
 
Eric Ossola, “Horatio Gates: The Competition to Be America’s Leader” (May 2015)  
John Stiassni, “George Washington’s Hidden Legacy: The Pragmatic Partisan” (August 2013) 
 
Nikolas Youngsmith, “Before the Special Relationship: Sovereignty, Neutrality, and the 
Evolution of Anglo-American Relations” (May 2013) 
 
Kathleen Giordano, “A Nation of Providence: The Impact of Christian Belief on American 
Perceptions of the War of 1812” (May 2013) 
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Undergraduate Research Award Faculty Mentor 
 
Claire Vanderwood, “The Commercialization of Pacific Northwest Indigenous Slavery” 
(Enosinian Scholars Program in the GW University Honors Program, second reader, 2020-21) 
 
Margaret C. Talbot, “An Examination of Cajun GIs’ Attitudes and Treatment during the Second 
World War” (Enosinian Scholars Program in the GW University Honors Program, second reader, 
2016-17) 
 
Kathryn White, “George Washington and American Consumption Patterns after the American 
Revolution” (2016-17) 
 
Dominic Amaral, “The GW Veterans History Project” (GW University Archives Diversity 
Research Fellowship, 2013-14) 
 
Cameron Neilley, “French Canadians and the War of 1812” (2013-14) 
 
 
Wayne State University  
 
Ph.D. Dissertation Committees  
 
Kevin Nichols, “Fontier Freemasons: Masonic Networks Linking the Great Lakes to the Atlantic 
World, 1750-1820” (October 2020) 
 
John Moore, “Trade Talk: The Origins of American Trade Policy, 1789 to 1857” (December 
2012)  
 
Bonnie Speck “Minor Courts and Legal Culture at the Frontier: The Justice of the Peace in Early 
Missouri” (May 2010)   
 
Donald Burke, “New England New Jerusalem: The Millenarian Dimension of Transatlantic 
Colonization, a Study in the Puritan Theology of History” (September 2006)  
 
Adrina Garbooshian, “The Concept of Human Dignity in the French and American 
Enlightenments: Religion, Virtue, Liberty” (September 2006) 
 
 
Ph.D. Qualifying Exam Committees (all “U.S. through the Civil War”) 
 
Ann Marie Wambeke (Fall 2013); Joelle Del Rose (Winter 2011); Errin Stegich (Fall 2010); 
Kimberly Steele (Winter 2010); Frank Petersmark (Fall 2009); Amy Holtman French (Fall 
2008); Steven Lyskawa (Winter 2008); John McKimmy (Winter 2005) 
 
 
M.A. Thesis/Essay Director 
 
John Paris, “Indirect Influence: Cato, the Classics, and the American Founding” (May 2013) 
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Adrian Nida, “Witchcraft across the Colonies: Chesapeake Cases in Comparative Context” 
(December 2012)  
 
Justin Wargo, “French Blood, British Heart, Canadian Soul: The Baby Family and Identity in the 
Detroit River Region, 1760-1815” (December 2012) 
 
Nicole Usiondek, “Witchcraft in Colonial America: An Examination of the Hartford Cases of the 
1660s” (December 2011) 
 
Susan Ward, “The Expeditions of Céloron in 1749: Failure or Fool’s Errand?” (October 2011) 
 
Dorothy Hamilton, “When the Americas Was Asia: European Origin Theories of Indigenous 
Americans” (May 2010)     
Douglas Fisher, “Total War in the Old Northwest: Comparing American and Native Terror 
Tactics Post-Revolution” (December 2009)  
 
Katherine Makas, “‘Come Join Hand in Hand Brave Americans All’: Community and Identity in 
Political Songs of the American Revolution” (September 2009) 

 
Caitlyn Perry, “One of the Guise: The Female Warrior’s Labor across the Eighteenth-Century 
Atlantic” (September 2009) 

 
Cathryn Eccleston, “A Subtle Revolution: English Recipes, American Ideology, and the 
Beginnings of a New Cuisine” (May 2009) 
 
Laurence Winer, “The Loyalists of Lynn, Salem, and Marblehead, Massachusetts” (May 2008) 
     
Michael Simo, “Chasing Satan: Witch-hunting in Old and New England during the Mid-
Seventeenth Century” (May 2007)   
 
Matt Carter, “‘We should derive the benefits by importing from Africa’: South Carolina’s 
Decision to Reopen the Slave Trade” (May 2007) 
 
Peter Smith, “The First Bank of the United States and the Rise of Political Parties in the Early 
American Republic” (May 2006)  
 
 
Other Universities  
 
Ph.D. Dissertation Committees (outside reader) 
 
Ariel Wilks, “Privateers in the Public Sphere: Perception, Representation, and the Nature of 
Early American Privateering, 1775-1865” (University of North Carolina, in progress) 
 
Linda Killian, “Benjamin Franklin and Thomas Paine: Their Lost Democratic Vision” (American 
University, May 2024) 
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Kimberly Nath, “The British Are Coming, Again: Loyalists, Property Confiscation, and 
Reintegration in the Mid-Atlantic, 1777-1800” (University of Delaware, May 2016) 
 
 
PRESENTATIONS 
 
“National Treasure: A Blockbuster Co-Starring the Declaration of Independence,” Smithsonian 
Associates (online lecture), Washington, DC, July 2026. 
 
“Inside the Vault: Grievances in the Declaration of Independence,” Gilder Lehrman Institute of 
American History (online lecture), July 2026. 
 
“The Declaration in 1776,” Legacy of the Declaration of Independence, National Constitution 
Center, Philadelphia, PA, June 2026. 
 
“Declaring Independence: The Making of America’s Founding Document,” Cosmos Club, 
Washington, DC, January 2026; Ned’s Club, Washington, DC, February 2026; CCAS Academy, 
George Washington University (online), February 2026; Anderson House, Washington, DC, 
April 2026. 
 
“Prisoners, Press Gangs, and the Battle for Sailors in the Revolutionary War,” Annual 
Conference of the American Revolution, America’s History LLC, Glen Allen, VA, March 2026. 
 
“Principles of America at 250: Independence,” Principles of America at 250, National 
Constitution Center (online lecture), March 2026. 
 
“Chasing Liberty: How America Came to Declare Independence,” Lorenzo Cultural Center, 
Macomb Community College, Clinton Township, MI, March 2026. 
 
“Cincinnatus and the Military Service Concept of Stepping Back from Power,” Service and 
Symbols: America’s Cincinnatus and the American Revolution, Anderson House, Washington, 
DC, February 2026. 
 
“250 Years of the American Revolution in Brazilian Historiography,” George Washington 
University, Washington, DC, January 2026. 
 
“George Washington’s Leadership: Inventing the Presidency,” Leadership & Legacy: 
Washington to the Leaders of WWII, National WWII Museum, New Orleans, LA, January 2026. 
 
“George Washington: The Making of a Citizen Leader,” The Making of POTUS 1, 2, & 3, 
George Washington’s Mount Vernon, Mount Vernon, VA., December 2025.   
 
“The Continental Army Experience” (moderator), The American Military at 250: The 2025 
George Washington Symposium, George Washington’s Mount Vernon, Mount Vernon, VA, 
November 2025.  
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“George Washington’s Enlightenment,” Forum on Democracy & Education, George Washington 
University, Washington, DC, November 2025. 
 
“George Washington’s National University: A Living Legacy,” Albert H. Small D.C. History 
Symposium, George Washington University Museum and The Textile Museum, Washington, 
DC, November 2025. 
 
“Inside the Vault: The Olive Branch Petition,” Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History 
(online lecture), July 2025. 
 
“Foundations of the American Revolution,” Principles of the American Revolution, National 
Constitution Center, Philadelphia, PA, June 2025. 
“George Washington’s Ambitions to Serve in the British Navy and Army,” 2025 Sons of the 
American Revolution Annual Conference: George Washington’s Dilemmas: Decisions That 
Helped Define a Nation, Annapolis, MD, June 2025. 
 
“Foundations and Principles of the Declaration of Independence,” The Declaration of 
Independence at 250, Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History (online lecture), March 
2025. 
 
“George Washington and the Peaceful Transfer of Power,” 2025 Presidential Fellows 
Conference, Center for the Study of the Presidency and Congress, Washington, DC, March 2025.  
 
“Make Your Class an Experience: Engaging Students in Every Modality” (panelist), Teaching 
Day, George Washington University, Washington, DC, February 2025. 
 
“George Washington and Executive Power,” Profs and Pints, Little Penn Coffeehouse, 
Washington, DC, February 2025. 
 
“Closing the Professional Development Gap for K-8 Educators in Teaching Diverse Historical 
Perspectives,” Annual Conference of the National Council for the Social Studies (NCSS), 
Boston, MA, November 2024. 
 
“George Washington and the Origins of Executive Power,” 2024 Election Lecture Series, Lyon 
College, Batesville, AR, October 2024. 
 
“‘Neither to Stretch, nor Relax’: George Washington, Executive Power, and the Constitution,” 
Amicus Curiae Lecture Series on Constitutional Democracy, Simon Perry Center for 
Constitutional Democracy, Marshall University, Huntington, MV, September 2024. 
 
“The Origins of the Revolution: 250th Anniversary of the Fairfax Resolves” (summary panel), 
George Mason’s Gunston Hall, Lorton, VA, July 2024. 
 
“‘Neither to Stretch, nor Relax’: George Washington, Executive Powers, and the Constitution,” 
Founding Forward, LaFayette Hill, PA, July 2024. 
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“The World of George Washington,” GW History Department Colloquium, Washington, DC, 
March 2024. 
 
“George Washington as American Revolutionary,” Profs and Pints, Little Penn Coffeehouse, 
Washington, DC, February 2024. 
 
“The Founders” (panelist), “The Great Experiment: Democracy from the Founding to the 
Future,” George Washington’s Mount Vernon, Mount Vernon, VA, November 2023. 
 
“George Washington’s Talents: Reconsidering Our First President for Today,” Keynote Address: 
College Board AP US History Annual Reading, Tampa, FL, June 2023. 
 
“George Washington’s Talents: Reconsidering Our First President for Today,” University of 
Maryland School of Medicine (Reunion Celebration), Baltimore, MD, May 2023. 
 
“The 1814 Burning of Washington,” Profs and Pints, Little Penn Coffeehouse, Washington, DC, 
March 2023; April 2021 (online lecture). 
 
“American History and Christian Nationalism” (conference panel chair), What Is Christian 
Nationalism?, George Washington University, February 2023. 
 
“George Washington Reconsidered,” Profs and Pints, Little Penn Coffeehouse, Washington, DC, 
February 2023. 
 
“Good George, Bad George: Our First President Reconsidered,” One Day University (online 
lecture), February 2023. 
 
“Declaring American Independence,” United States-New Zealand Youth Council, U.S. 
Consulate, Auckland, New Zealand (online lecture), July 2022  
 
“The Intellectual George Washington,” One Day University (online lecture), February 2022. 
 
“The Mind of George Washington,” Profs and Pints, Bier Baron Tavern, Washington, DC, 
February 2022. 
 
“Federalists vs. Antifederalists: Why the Battle over the Constitution Still Matters,” One Day 
University, December 2020 (online lecture); November 2021(encore broadcast and Q&A). 
 
“Broadway’s Hamilton: Separating Fact from Fiction,” One Day University, June 2020 (online 
lecture); March 2021 (encore broadcast and Q&A); October 2021 (in person, Charlotte, NC).  
 
“Declaring Independence: The Difficult Decision That Created America,” One Day University 
(online lecture) July 2021. 
 
“Revisiting Thomas Jefferson,” One Day University (online lecture), April 2021. 
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“George Washington’s Legacies,” Profs and Pints Online Lecture, February 2021. 
 
“Electing a U.S. President—Then and Now,” 2020 USC George Washington Leadership Lecture 
(online), October 2020. 
 
“Declaring Independence,” College Board AP Daily Online Lecture Series (U.S. History), 
October 2020. 
 
“Crash Course on the Electoral College,” Profs and Pints Online Lecture, September 2020. 
 
“Washington and Hamilton,” Profs and Pints Online Lecture, April 2020. 
 
“The Women Behind George Washington,” Profs and Pints, Bier Baron Tavern, Washington, 
DC, February 2020. 
 
“Inventive Founders: George Washington,” New-York Historical Society, New York, NY, 
December 2019.  
 
“George Washington: Defining the Executive,” Virginia Civics, We the People Training for 
Educators, George Washington’s Mount Vernon, Mount Vernon, VA, October 2019. 
 
“Fostering Informed Citizenship: The State of Civic Knowledge and Its Impact on the Public’s 
Understanding of the Constitution and the Legislative Process,” panel discussion sponsored by 
the U.S. Capitol Historical Society, U.S. Capitol Visitor Center, Washington, DC, September 
2019.  
 
“George Washington: Defining Executive Leadership,” The Founding Fathers and Public 
Leadership Conference, University of Wisconsin, Madison, WI, September 2019.  
 
“75th Anniversary of D-Day: The Meaning of Sacrifice Then and Now,” panel discussion for 
U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission Memorial Day Ceremony, Washington, DC, May 
2019. 
 
“The Grand Collaboration: George Washington and Alexander Hamilton,” Gilder Lehrman 
Institute of American History, National History Teacher of the Year Presentation, Pittsburgh, 
PA, February 2019. 
 
“George Washington: Inventor of the Presidency,” Profs and Pints, Bier Baron Tavern, 
Washington, DC, February 2018. 
 
“‘The Best Patriots’: George Washington and Strong Women in the Founding Era,” keynote 
address for the National Society of the Colonial Dames of America Biennial Meeting, 
Washington, DC, October 2018. 
 
“Teaching History with the Musical Hamilton,” 2018 Trachtenberg Teaching Award 
Distinguished Lecture, George Washington University, Washington, DC, October 2018. 
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“Game Design and the Constitution,” panel discussion hosted by the U.S. National Archives, 
Washington, DC, September 2018. 
 
“George Washington and Legislative Leadership,” State and Local Government Relations 
Annual Conference, Alexandria, VA, September 2018.  
 
 “U.S. Founding Fathers,” four-part lecture series, Lakeside Chautauqua, Lakeside, OH, August 
2018. 
 
“Truth and Lies: Alexander Hamilton,” Society of the Cincinnati National Headquarters, 
Washington, DC, July 2018. 
“Hamilton and Washington,” Profs and Pints, Bier Baron Tavern, Washington, DC, June 2018. 
 
“Hamilton, Washington, and the Creation of the United States,” Peters Township Public Library, 
McMurray, PA, June 2018. 
 
“When Washington Burned,” Profs and Pints, Bier Baron Tavern, Washington, DC, April 2018. 
 
“Revolutionary Dynamics and the Founding Context,” National War College, Fort McNair, 
Washington, DC, April 2018. 
 
“Fake News? Hamilton Rumors (and Truths),” George Washington University Museum and The 
Textile Museum, Washington, DC, April 2018. 
 
“Setting the Standard: George Washington’s Leadership Lessons for America,” Northern Florida 
Federal District Court Conference,” Destin, FL, March 2018. 
 
“The Radicalization of George Washington,” Profs and Pints, Bier Baron Tavern, Washington, 
DC, February 2018. 
 
“Civility: Presidential Promises Made and Kept,” panel discussion sponsored by the Texas 
Lyceum, George Washington’s Mount Vernon, Mount Vernon, VA, June 2017. 
 
“Power and Government in the Atlantic World: How Political Discourse, Disease, and Warfare 
Shaped the Development of Government in the Eighteenth Century” (chair and commentator), 
Annual Conference of the Organization of American Historians, New Orleans, LA, April 2017. 
 
“Pirates vs. Press Gangs: The Battle for the Atlantic,” 2017 Inaugural Lecture for Graduate 
Program in History, São Paulo State University, Campus Franca, Brazil, March 2017. 
 
“Capital vs. Seat of Government: An American Controversy,” Dumbarton House, Washington, 
DC, September 2016. 
 
“The National and the Transnational: Linda Levy Peck and Early Modern Studies,” Honoring the 
Teaching and Scholarship of Linda Levy Peck Colloquium, George Washington University, 
Washington, DC, April 2016. 
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“George Washington: Launching the Presidency,” Maryland Society Sons of the American 
Revolution Annual George Washington Luncheon, Phoenix, MD, February 2016. 
 
“George Washington as an Intellectual,” Historic Alexandria Foundation, Alexandria, VA, 
February 2016. 
 
“Pirates, Privateers, and Press Gangs in the Early Modern Atlantic,” Pirates of the Three Seas: 
History from Below in Atlantic, Mediterranean and Indian Maritime Spaces, a seminar 
sponsored by the Center for Contemporary Arab Studies, Georgetown University, Washington, 
DC, November 2015. 
“Subjects to Citizens: The Birth of America’s Democratic Experiment,” The Architecture of 
Democracy, conference held at Gunston Hall, Lorton, VA, November 2015. 
 
“Revisiting Christopher Tomlins’s Freedom Bound: Law, Labor, and Civic Identity in 
Colonizing English America, 1580-1865,” roundtable panel at the Annual North American Labor 
History Conference, Wayne State University, Detroit, MI, October 2015. 
 
 “The American Revolution and the AP U.S. History Course,” College Board AP Annual 
Conference, Austin, TX, July 2015. 
 
“Impressment and the Atlantic Spectrum of Free and Unfree Labor,” Southern Labor Studies 
Association Conference, Washington, DC, March 2015. 
 
“New Directions in the History of Bound Labor” (plenary roundtable), Southern Labor Studies 
Association Conference, Washington, DC, March 2015. 
 
“Getting Away with Murder: Press Gangs and Customary Violence in the British Atlantic,” 
Illicit Atlantic Worlds, a conference sponsored by the Huntington Library, San Marino, CA, 
January 2015.  
 
“Citizens and Subjects: Legacies of the War of 1812,” Sulgrave Symposium, George 
Washington University, Washington, DC, October 2014. 
 
“Founding Debates” (commentator), Fred W. Smith National Library for the Study of George 
Washington, Mount Vernon, VA, September 2014. 
 
“‘Laws of the Profit’: Language, Religion, and Money in the Founding Fathers’ Diplomacy with 
a Muslim Kingdom” (commentator), Project on U.S. Relations with the Islamic World, 
Brookings Institution, Washington, DC, September 2014. 
 
“Citizens and Subjects: Legacies of the War of 1812,” Arlington Breakfast Club, Arlington, VA, 
September 2014. 
 
“America’s Other Soldiers: African Americans, Children, and Women in the War of 
Independence” (commentator), Annual Meeting of the Omohundro Institute of Early American 
History and Culture, Halifax, Nova Scotia, June 2014.  



28 
 
“Impressment and the War of 1812,” Dumbarton House, Washington, DC, April 2014. 
 
“The Atlantic Spectrum of Free and Unfree Labor” (“Bridging Cultures at Community Colleges” 
a project of the American Historical Association), Library of Congress, Washington, DC, 
January 2014. 
 
“Atlantic Encounters: Internationalizing U.S. History in the Classroom” (workshop for K-12 
educators), Annual Conference of the American Historical Association, Washington, DC, 
January 2014.    
 
“‘Executioners of their friends and Brethren’: Naval Impressment as Atlantic Civil War,” The 
American Revolution Reborn, McNeil Center for Early American Studies, University of 
Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA, May 2013. 
 
“De-Anglicization: The Early U.S. Navy as Case Study,” Anglicization Reconsidered: 
Celebrating the Career of John M. Murrin, McNeil Center for Early American Studies, 
University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA, April 2013. 
 
“Inaugurating the Presidency,” Inauguration Weekend Lecture, George Washington’s Mount 
Vernon, Mount Vernon, VA, January 2013. 
 
“George Washington and the Making of the Constitution,” Constitution Day Lecture, George 
Washington’s Mount Vernon, Mount Vernon, VA, September 2012. 
 
“Homogenous Crew: Diversity and Subjecthood in the British Royal Navy,” Annual Meeting of 
the Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture, Huntington Library, San 
Marino, CA, June 2012.  
 
“Roundtable: Maritime Perspectives on Work, Class, and Global Capitalism,” Organization of 
American Historians Annual Meeting, Milwaukee, WI, April 2012. 
 
“Seaborne Citizens: What 10,000 Captive Sailors Taught America about Its Revolution,” 
Constitution Day Lecture, Clinton-Macomb Public Library, Clinton Township, MI, September 
2011. 
 
“The Atlantic Populace: Debates about Citizenship, Impressment, and Slavery in the British 
Empire” (chair and commentator), British Scholar Annual Conference, University of Texas, 
Austin, TX, March 2011. 
 
“Subjects vs. Citizens: Impressment and the War of 1812,” Michigan War Studies Seminar, 
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI, January 2011. 
 
“Ruling the Waves: British Naval Impressment as an Atlantic System,” Rocky Mountain 
Seminar in Early American History, sponsored by Brigham Young University and the University 
of Utah, Salt Lake City, UT, October 2010. 
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“Agency for the Unfree,” Eisenberg Institute for Historical Studies, University of Michigan, Ann 
Arbor, MI., March 2010. 
 
“Alexander Hamilton in Modern Memory,” (remarks in conjunction with the national traveling 
exhibition, “Alexander Hamilton: The Man Who Made Modern America”), David Adamany 
Undergraduate Library, Wayne State University, Detroit, MI, March 2009. 
 
“Labor, Gender, and Life at Sea in the Eighteenth-Century British Navy,” Wayne State 
Humanities Center Resident Scholars Seminar, Detroit, MI, February 2009. 
 
“Laboring under the Union Jack: British Naval Impressment in the Eighteenth-Century Atlantic 
World,” Our Daily Work/Our Daily Lives Brown Bag Seminar, Michigan State University, East 
Lansing, MI, November 2008. 
 
“Seaborne Citizens: What 10,000 Captive Sailors Taught America about Its Revolution,” Annual 
Citizenship and Constitution Day Lecture, Wayne State University, Detroit, MI, September 
2008. 
 
“The Transatlantic Logic of British Naval Impressment,” Fifth International Congress of 
Maritime History, Greenwich, England, June 2008. 

 
“Seafaring Subjects: Impressed Seamen in the Eighteenth-Century British Atlantic World,” The 
Social History of the Sea in Early Modern Times, a conference sponsored by the Center for Early 
Modern History at the University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, MN, May 2008. 
 
“The Evil Necessity: British Naval Impressment in the Eighteenth-Century Atlantic World,” 
Sovereignty, Justice, and the Law Across the Disciplines, Wayne State University Humanities 
Center Faculty Fellows Conference, Detroit, MI, April 2008. 
 
“The Evil Necessity: British Naval Impressment in the Eighteenth-Century Atlantic World,” 
Newberry Library Colloquium, Chicago, IL, March 2008. 
 
“Benjamin Franklin: The Most British and American of the Founders,” (lecture in conjunction 
with the national traveling exhibition, “Benjamin Franklin: In Search of a Better World”), 
Clinton-Macomb Public Library, Clinton Township, MI, January 2008. 
 
“The New Colonial American History: Global Perspectives on Early America,” The Newberry 
Library Teacher’s Consortium, Chicago, IL, November 2007. 
 
“Citizens and Subjects: Impressment and Identity Formation in the Anglo-American Atlantic,” 
Newberry Library Fellows’ Seminar, Chicago, IL, November 2007. 
 
“Sailors and Slaves: Naval Impressment in the Eighteenth-Century British West Indies,” Annual 
North American Labor History Conference, Wayne State University, Detroit, MI, October 2007. 
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“Herding Seamen: British Naval Impressment in the Eighteenth-Century Atlantic World,” Joint 
Meeting of the Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture and the Society of 
Early Americanists, Williamsburg, VA, June 2007. 
 
“Impressment as a Cause of the War of 1812,” Fort Meigs Military History Roundtable, 2007 
Bentley Lecture Series, Perrysburg, OH, June 2007. 

 
“Slavery versus Impressment: The Threat of British Press Gangs to West Indian Seaports,”  
Warfare and Society in Colonial North America and the Caribbean, a conference sponsored by 
the Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture and the University of Tennessee 
Center for the Study of War and Society, Knoxville, TN, October 2006. 
“The American Revolution’s First Victory: Ending British Naval Impressment in North America, 
1763-1769,” Wayne State University Humanities Center, Detroit, MI, September 2006. 
 
“Roundtable: Reconsidering Mastery, Mobility, and Community in Maritime America,” Annual 
Meeting of the Society of Historians of the Early American Republic, Montreal, Canada, July 
2006. 
 

 “Themes in Teaching the French and Indian War,” Teacher Training Workshop at the Detroit 
Historical Museum, Detroit, MI, March 2006. 

 
 “Furs and Missions: Making the French Colonial Middle Ground,” Detroit Historical Museum, 

Detroit, MI, February 2006. 
 
“The War that Made America,” Detroit Historical Museum (co-sponsored by Detroit Public 
Television for preview screening of new PBS documentary on the French and Indian War), 
Detroit, MI, December 2005. 

  
“The Knowles Impressment Riots of the Mid-Eighteenth Century,” Michigan War Studies 
Seminar, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI, October 2005. 
 
“Admiral Charles Knowles and the Atlantic Spectrum of Impressment Riots in the Mid-
Eighteenth Century,” McNeil Center for Early American Studies, University of Pennsylvania, 
Philadelphia, PA, April 2005. 
 
“Citizen Sailors: The Role of British Naval Impressment in Defining Early American 
Citizenship,” Second Annual New Scholarship in Citizenship Studies Conference, Wayne State 
University, Detroit, MI, February 2005. 
 
“The Cost of British Naval Impressment in the Eighteenth-Century Atlantic World,” Annual 
North American Labor History Conference, Wayne State University, Detroit, MI, October 2004. 
 
“John Adams vs. Benjamin Franklin: Gauging the Impact of British Naval Impressment on the 
American Revolution,” Annual Meeting of the Pennsylvania Society of the Cincinnati, 
Philadelphia, PA, October 2003. 
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“Everyday Escapes: The Art of Evading the British Press Gang,” Annual Meeting of the 
Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture, New Orleans, LA, June 2003. 
 
“‘Sailors’ Rights’: The Political Purchase of Impressment in the Early American Republic,” 
Annual Meeting of the Society of Historians of the Early American Republic, Berkeley, CA, July 
2002. 
 
“The Second American Revolution? Impressment and the War of 1812,” Institute of United 
States Studies, London, England, May 2002. 
 
 
“When the Crowd Was Just a Mob: Reevaluating the 1747 Boston Knowles Riot,” 
Massachusetts Historical Society, Boston, MA, September 2001. 
 
“‘A Mystery Never Yet Explained’: The Failure of Impressment to Ignite the American 
Revolution,” John Carter Brown Library, Providence, RI, August 2001. 
 
 
Book Talks 
 
The Evil Necessity: British Naval Impressment in the Eighteenth-Century Atlantic World 
 
Book Breaks, Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History (online), July 2022 
 
Gilder Lehrman Teacher Symposium, Gettysburg College, Gettysburg, PA, July 2022 
 
Delaware Chapter of the Society of Colonial Wars, Wilmington, DE May 2022 
 
The Smithsonian Associates, Washington, DC (online), March 2021 
 
Fred W. Smith National Library for the Study of George Washington, Mount Vernon, VA, 
November 2014 
 
James Monroe Lecture, University of Mary Washington, Fredericksburg, VA, November 2014 
 
Detroit Historical Museum, Detroit, MI, October 2013 
 
Society of the Cincinnati National Headquarters, Washington, DC, September 2013 
 
Mariners’ Museum, Newport News, VA, May 2013 
 
Society of Mayflower Descendants in the District of Columbia, Alexandria, VA, May 2013 
 
Border Crossings: The Detroit River Region in the War of 1812 
 
Detroit Historical Museum, Detroit, MI, December 2012 
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Ford Education Center, Detroit Zoo, Royal Oak, MI, June 2012 
 
Rochester Hills Public Library, Rochester Hills, MI, March 2012 
 
Fort Meigs Military History Roundtable, 2012 Bentley Lecture Series, Perrysburg, OH, January 
2012 
 
Revolutionary Detroit: Portraits in Political and Cultural Change, 1760-1805 
 
Lorenzo Cultural Center, Macomb Community College, Clinton Township, MI, March 2012 
 
Fort Meigs Military History Roundtable, 2011 Bentley Lecture Series, Perrysburg, OH, February 
2011 
 
Elizabeth Maison Memorial Lecture, St. Clair Shores Public Library, St. Clair Shores, MI, 
September 2010 
 
Louisa St. Clair Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution, Grosse Pointe Woods, 
MI, June 2010 
 
French-Canadian Heritage Society of Michigan, Mt. Clemens, MI, April 2010 
 
Michigan in Perspective: The Local History Conference, Dearborn, MI, March 2010 
CommunityEngagement@Wayne Brown Bag Series, Wayne State University, Detroit, MI., 
September 2009 
 
 
ACADEMIC SERVICE 
 
Public History and Community Engagement 
 
Liaison to Mount Vernon Estate, George Washington University History Dept., 2012-present 
 
Faculty Co-Advisor, Phi Alpha Theta (History Honors Society), George Washington University 
History Dept., 2013-present 
 
Faculty Advisor, GW Military and Veteran Services, 2013-present 
 
NEH Research Mentor, Columbian College of Arts and Sciences, George Washington 
University, 2015-present 
 
Academic Advisory Board, Ambassador John L. Loeb Jr. Institute for Religious Freedom, 2016-
present 
 
Organizer, History Career Panels and Internship Fairs, George Washington University, 2016-
present 
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Co-Organizer, GW History Dept. Undergraduate Research Symposium, 2017-present 
 
Faculty Advisor, Course Design and Teaching, Libraries & Academic Innovation, 2022-present 
 
Faculty Marshal, George Washington University Commencement, May 2025, May 2019 
 
Senior Citizen Group Lecture, “The Women Behind George Washington,” Washington 
Metropolitan Oasis, Bethesda, MD, May 2025; April 2020 (online) 
 
Senior Citizen Group Lecture, “Young George Washington, Native Americans, and the West,” 
Washington Metropolitan Oasis, Bethesda, MD, April 2025  
Senior Citizen Group Lecture, “George Washington and the Origins of Executive Power,” 
Washington Metropolitan Oasis, Bethesda, MD, January 2025 
 
Moderator, “Student Research: George Washington and His World,” DC Mondays at the George 
Washington University Museum and The Textile Museum, Washington, DC, December 2016-
19, 2022-25 
 
Group Leader, Visit to George Washington’s Mount Vernon for Chinese Visiting Scholars, 
Columbian College of Arts and Sciences, George Washington University, August 2024 
 
Senior Citizen Group Lecture, “The Electoral College: An American Story,” Washington 
Metropolitan Oasis, Bethesda, MD, June 2024; June 2020 (online) 
 
Senior Citizen Group Lecture, “George Washington as American Revolutionary,” Washington 
Metropolitan Oasis, Bethesda, MD, January 2024 
 
Moderator, “Cassandra Good, ‘First Family: George Washington’s Heirs and the Making of 
America,’” DC Mondays at the George Washington University Museum and The Textile 
Museum, Washington, DC, October 2023 
 
Best of GW Lecture (“George Washington’s Talents: Reconsidering Our First President for 
Today”), GW Alumni and Families Weekend, October 2023 
 
Senior Citizen Group Lecture, “Federalists vs. Antifederalists: The Battle over the Constitution,” 
Washington Metropolitan Oasis, Bethesda, MD, September 2023; November 2020 (online) 
 
Senior Citizen Group Lecture, “The Room Where It Happened: The Compromise of 1790 and 
Creation of Washington, D.C.,” Washington Metropolitan Oasis, Bethesda, MD, March 2023  
 
Faculty Presenter, George Washington University Board of Trustees (George Washington’s 
Birthday), February 2023 
 
Senior Citizen Group Lecture, “George Washington’s Talents: Reconsidering Our First President 
for Today,” Washington Metropolitan Oasis, Bethesda, MD, January 2023 
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Host and Lecture, “College Visit Days: George Washington University,” Thurgood Marshall 
Academy, Washington, DC, October 2022 
 
Senior Citizen Group Lecture, “Reconstruction: The Unfinished Revolution,” Washington 
Metropolitan Oasis, Bethesda, MD, September 2022 (online) 
 
Senior Citizen Group Lecture, “The West, Slavery, and Coming of the Civil War,” Washington 
Metropolitan Oasis, Bethesda, MD, July 2022 (online) 
 
Faculty Judge/Captain, Student Research Showcase, George Washington University, April 2014-
22 
Senior Citizen Group Lecture, “The Intellectual George Washington,” Washington Metropolitan 
Oasis, Bethesda, MD, January 2022  
 
Organizer/Moderator, George Washington Lecture, George Washington University, February 
2013-21 
 
Senior Citizen Seminar Leader, “History Café” (monthly series of discussions on American 
history), Washington Metropolitan Oasis, Bethesda, MD, Fall 2020, Spring 2021, Fall 2021 
(online) 
 
Senior Citizen Group Lecture, “The Jeffersonian Revolution of 1800,” Washington Metropolitan 
Oasis, Bethesda, MD, May 2021 (online) 
 
Keynote Address, Phi Alpha Theta National Honors Society Induction Ceremony, George 
Washington University, April 2021 (online) 
 
Senior Citizen Group Lecture, “The Burning of Washington in the War of 1812,” Washington 
Metropolitan Oasis, Bethesda, MD, April 2021 (online) 
 
Guest Curator, George Washington and His World, museum exhibit created by students in 
“George Washington and His World” class, George Washington University Museum and The 
Textile Museum, Washington, DC, February 2020 to April 2021  
 
“George Washington’s Legacies,” George Washington University Alumni Association, March 
2021 (online) 
 
Moderator, “A Conversation with Christopher Jackson,” Presidential Distinguished Event Series, 
George Washington University, February 2021 (online) 
 
Senior Citizen Group Lecture, “Declaring Independence: The Difficult Decision That Created 
America,” Washington Metropolitan Oasis, Bethesda, MD, January 2021 (online) 
 
Senior Citizen Group Lecture, “The Radicalization of George Washington,” Rusty Blues (IBM 
retirement group), Potomac, MD, January 2021 (online) 
 



35 
 
Faculty Presenter, Raise High Virtual Open House, GW Admissions, August 2020  
 
Senior Citizen Group Lecture, “George Washington: Inventor of the Presidency,” Washington 
Metropolitan Oasis, Bethesda, MD, April 2020 (online) 
 
Moderator, John Avlon, George Washington Birthday Lecture, Presidential Distinguished Event 
Series, George Washington University, February 2020 
 
Senior Citizen Group Lecture, “The Radicalization of George Washington,” Washington 
Metropolitan Oasis, Bethesda, MD, January 2020; Georgetown Senior Center, Washington, DC, 
May 2018 
Faculty Lecturer/Panelist, Inside GW: Admitted Student Days, George Washington University, 
April 2015-19 
 
Curator, Becoming the United States, Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History Traveling 
Exhibition, 2019 
 
Organizing Committee, “Divided Societies and Memory,” Colloquium with George Washington 
University and Queen’s University Belfast, October 2019 
 
Faculty Lecturer, “Classes from GW's Best” (faculty and alumni lectures), Colonials Weekend, 
George Washington University, September 2019 
 
Faculty Presenter, Graduate Student Professional Workshop, George Washington History Dept., 
April 2018 
 
Facilitator, Junior Faculty Learning Community (FLC Jr.), University Teaching and Learning 
Center, George Washington University, 2014-17 
 
Organizer, “George Washington’s World: An Afternoon at Mount Vernon,” Colonials Weekend, 
George Washington University, October 2014-16 
 
Faculty Keynote Lecturer, LEAD GW (“George Washington: Leadership Lessons”), August 
2016 
 
Faculty Marshal, GW Freshman Day of Service and Convocation, September 2016 
 
Faculty Lecturer, George Washington University Colonial Inauguration, June 2016 
 
Faculty Lecturer, “Your GW: A Multicultural Open House,” George Washington University, 
November 2015, 2016 
 
Faculty Marshal, George Washington University Commencement, May 2016 
 
Senior Citizen Group Lecture, “George Washington: Forging the Nation,” Young at Heart, Good 
Shepherd Lutheran Church, Alexandria, VA, October 2015 
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Co-Organizer, Sulgrave Symposium, a joint conference hosted by George Washington 
University and Mount Vernon, October 2014 
 
Faculty Advisor, Welcome Week (First Night at the Mount Vernon Estate), George Washington 
University, August 2014 
 
Faculty Speaker, Opening of “Every Necessary Care and Attention: George Washington and 
Medicine,” national traveling exhibition sponsored by the National Institutes of Health, the U.S.  
National Library of Medicine, and the Mount Vernon Estate; hosted by Himmelfarb Health 
Sciences Library, George Washington University, June 2014 
Co-Organizer, Phi Alpha Theta Mid-Atlantic Region Conference, George Washington 
University, April 2014 
 
Moderator, Colonials’ Weekend Lecture: Stephen Brumwell, “George Washington: Gentleman 
Warrior,” George Washington University, October 2013 
 
Student-Nominated Graduation Speaker, Columbian College of Arts and Sciences (Masters and 
Doctoral Degrees), George Washington University, May 2013 
 
Organizer/Moderator, “A Conversation with Patricia Brady,” George Washington University 
History Department, April 2013 
 
Organizer, “The Detroit War of 1812 Bicentennial Symposium,” a public-academic conference 
held at the Detroit Historical Museum, Detroit, MI., December 2012 
 
Faculty Presenter, “The Accidental Academic,” Phi Alpha Theta History Honors Society, George 
Washington University, October 2012 
 
Lecturer, Detroit Metro High School Advanced Placement (AP) Day, Wayne State University, 
April 2005, 2006, 2009, 2012 
 
Faculty Presenter, Wayne State University Distinguished Scholars Symposium (“The 
Revolutionary Detroit Service-Learning Project”), December 2011  
 
Moderator, Wayne State University Undergraduate Research Conference, November 2009, 2011 
 
Organizer, “Revolutionary Detroit: A Global Legacy,” a public-academic conference held at the 
Detroit Historical Museum, Detroit, MI., April 2009 
 
Faculty Co-Sponsor, “Alexander Hamilton: The Man Who Made Modern America,” national 
traveling exhibition hosted by David Adamany Undergraduate Library, Wayne State University, 
2009 
 
History Dept. Representative, AAUP-AFT Council, Wayne State University Chapter, 2007 
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Faculty Co-Sponsor, “Benjamin Franklin: In Search of a Better World,” national traveling 
exhibition hosted by the Clinton-Macomb Public Library, Warren, MI., 2007 
 
 
Committees Chaired 
 
George Washington History Dept. Search Committee (Elmer Louis Kayser Chair in Modern 
British Imperial History), 2022-23 
 
George Washington History Dept. Promotion Committee, 2022 
 
George Washington History Dept. Mid-Tenure Faculty Review, 2022 
 
George Washington History Dept. Undergraduate Committee, 2015-18 
 
George Washington History Dept. Search Committee (Undergraduate Advisor), 2017-18 
 
Wayne State History Dept. Colloquium Committee, 2005-6; 2008-9 
 
Wayne State History Dept. Social Committee, 2004-5 
 
Committee Membership 
 
George Washington Birthday Programming Committee, George Washington University, 2012-
present 
 
Review Committee, Oscar and Shoshana Trachtenberg Prize for Teaching Excellence, George 
Washington University, 2025 
 
Columbian College of Arts and Sciences (CCAS) America 250th Planning Committee, 2025 
 
Review Committee, Undergraduate Research Award, George Washington University, 2023 
 
Review Committee, Faculty Teaching Awards, George Washington University, 2022 
George Washington History Dept. Undergraduate Committee, 2013-21 
 
George Washington University Colonials Moniker Committee (Advisor), 2020-21 
 
George Washington History Dept. Committee on Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion, 2020-21 
 
George Washington University Naming Task Force, 2019-20 
 
Undergraduate Committee, Columbian College of Arts and Sciences (CCAS), 2018-19 
 
G-PAC (General Education) Committee, Columbian College of Arts and Sciences (CCAS), 
2018-19 
 



38 
 
Pat Tillman Foundation Scholarship Selection Committee, George Washington University, 2018 
 
Educational Effectiveness and Assessment Committee (part of George Washington University 
self-study for the Middle States Commission on Higher Education), 2016-18 
 
University Teaching and Learning Center Faculty Advisory Board, George Washington 
University, 2015-17 
 
Columbian College of Arts and Sciences (CCAS) Task Force on DC Area Partnerships and 
Collaboration, 2016 
Sulgrave Symposium Committee, George Washington University, 2013-14  
 
CCAS Research Award Review Panel, 2015 
 
CCAS Task Force on Policy, Governance, and Citizenship, 2013-14 
 
Wayne State University Press Editorial Board, 2009-12 
 
Wayne State History Dept. Salary Committee, 2006-7; 2008-9; 2011-12 
 
Wayne State History Dept. Undergraduate Committee, 2005-12 
 
Wayne State History Dept. Elections Committee, 2006-12 
 
Wayne State History Dept. Executive Committee, 2010-11 
 
Project Review Panel, Wayne State University Office of Undergraduate Research, 2010  
Wayne State University Canadian Studies Program Committee, 2004-10 
 
Scholarships and Fellowships Review Panel, Wayne State University Graduate School, 2009 
 
Wayne State History Dept. Colloquium Committee, 2004-9 
 
Wayne State History Dept. Website Committee, 2008-9 
 
Wayne State History Dept. 20th-Century U.S. Faculty Search Committee, 2005-6  
 
Wayne State History Dept. African American Faculty Search Committee, 2005-6  
 
 
Professional Consultation/Manuscript Evaluations 
 
Membership Committee, Society for Historians of the Early American Republic, 2025-26 
 
Reviewer, AP U.S. History Exam, College Board, 2025  
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Scholar Advisor (exhibition), Founding Fortunes: The Estate Sale of Martha Washington, Tudor 
Place Historic House & Garden, 2025-2026 
 
Scholar Advisor (exhibition), The Two Georges: Parallel Lives in an Age of Revolution, Library 
of Congress, Washington, DC, 2017-2025 
 
Reviewer (book manuscript), University of Virginia Press, 2025 
 
Faculty Review Committee, Education Center (update and remodeling), George Washington’s 
Mount Vernon, 2019-present 
Scholarly Advisory Board, Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History, 2020-present 
 
Referee, New England Quarterly, 2024 
 
Higher Education Advisor, UnidosUS Textbook Initiative (effort to better represent Latino 
history in U.S. textbooks), 2022-23 
 
External Reviewer, Department of History, Marymount University, 2023 
 
Internal Reviewer, Writing Program, George Washington University, 2023 
 
Reviewer, American Revolution curriculum, Thinking Nation, 2022 
 
Editorial Board, History News Network (HNN), George Washington University History Dept., 
2019-22 
 
Referee, Journal of the Early Republic, 2009, 2016, 2020, 2021 
 
Reviewer (book manuscript), Oxford University Press, 2021 
 
Referee, Early American Studies, 2020 
 
Referee, The Historian, 2020 
 
Reviewer (book manuscript), University of Virginia Press, 2020 
 
Editorial Board, Early American Studies (University of Pennsylvania Press), 2017-19 
 
Reviewer (book manuscript proposal), University of Virginia Press, 2019 
 
Chair, George Washington Book Prize Committee, 2018  
 
Selection Committee, John M. Murrin Prize (best article in Early American Studies), 2017, 2018, 
2019 (Chair) 
 
Reviewer (tenure/promotion case), University of West Florida, 2018   
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Referee, Law and History Review, 2017 
 
External Reviewer, New York State Education Department for City University of New York 
(CUNY) School of Professional Studies proposed MA program in American History, 2017 
 
Referee, Virginia Magazine of History and Biography, 2017 
 
Referee, Washington History, 2017 
 
External Reviewer, Baker Research Award, Ohio University, 2016 
 
Fellowship Selection Panel, Fred W. Smith National Library for the Study of George 
Washington, 2016 
 
Reviewer, History Compass (Wiley-Blackwell Publishing), 2016 
 
Fellowship Selection Panel, National Endowment for the Humanities, 2015 
 
Reviewer (research portfolio of tenure/promotion case), Indiana University-Purdue University 
Fort Wayne, 2015   
 
Fellowship Selection Panel, Newberry Library, Chicago, 2015  
 
Judge, The Atlantic and College Board Writing Prize, 2015  
 
Reviewer (book manuscript proposal), University of Virginia Press, 2015 
 
Reviewer (book manuscript proposal), Harvard University Press, 2015 
 
Reviewer (book manuscript proposal), Yale University Press, 2015 
 
Reviewer (book chapter), Oxford University Press, 2015   
 
Referee, Diplomatic History, 2014 
 
Referee, Michigan Historical Review, 2014 
 
Referee, William and Mary Quarterly, 2005, 2012, 2013, 2014 
 
Referee, Georgetown Journal of International Affairs, 2013 
 
Faculty Reviewer, Michigan Citizenship Collaborative Curriculum for the Fifth Grade, 
“Integrated Early American History,” 2011-12 
 
Referee, Michigan History, 2010 
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Consultant, Evans Early American Imprint Collection Text Creation Partnership, University of 
Michigan Library System, 2009 
 
Reviewer, Colonial American history textbook, Routledge, 2008 
 
Consultant, ProQuest Colonial State Papers Digital Archive, 2007 
 
 
PUBLIC SERVICE AND RELATED PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
 
Sunday Suppers (homeless outreach program), Washington, DC, 2019 
 
Volunteer Youth Sports Coach, Alexandria Department of Recreation, Parks and Cultural 
Activities (basketball) and Alexandria Little League (baseball), Alexandria, VA., 2012-18 
 
Board of Directors, Alexandria Travel Baseball, Alexandria, VA., 2014-16 
 
Volunteer Youth Sports Coach, Alexandria Soccer Association, 2012-13 
 
Infantry/Instructor (Staff Sergeant), United States Army Reserves, 2005-13 (honorable 
discharge) 
 
 Basic Training Honor Graduate, Fort Benning, GA (2005) 
 Advanced Leader Course (ALC) Honor Graduate, Fort McCoy, WI (2010) 

Army Reserve Components Achievement Medal 
National Defense Service Medal 
Global War on Terror Service Medal 
NCO Professional Development Ribbon 
Army Service Ribbon 
 

YMCA Volunteer Youth Sports Coach, Ann Arbor, MI., 2009-12 
 
Rec & Ed Volunteer Youth Sports Coach, Ann Arbor, MI., 2010-12 
 
White House Intern, Office of the Vice President, Washington, DC, 1998 
 
Tour Guide, United States Capitol Building, Washington, DC, 1998 
 
Intern, Office of the Historian, United States Department of State, Washington, DC, 1997  
 
 
SELECTED MEDIA APPEARANCES 
 
Shit I Have to Teach in Twenty Minutes, “The American Revolution,” podcast interview, 
February 2026 
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Getting to the Bottom of It, “GW Historians Prepare for America 250 Commemoration,” podcast 
interview, February 2026 
 
Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness: 250 Years of the Declaration of Independence, “The 
Maritime Revolution,” podcast interview, January 2026  
 
History You Didn’t Know But Should, “George Washington and Executive Power,” podcast 
interview, November 2025 
 
Café História (Brazil), “Piracy and Revolution, July 21, 2025 (interview subject) 
 
Federal Theory: The Intellectual Foundations of American Government, “The Imperial Crisis: 
British America Before the Storm,” podcast interview, July 2025  
 
B.L. Wilson, “From Emancipation to Juneteenth: The Long Road to Freedom after the Civil 
War,” GW Today, June 17, 2025 (interview subject) 
 
“GW Today Celebrates Father’s Day,” GW Today, June 13, 2025 (interview subject) 
 
Thinking Historically About, “Thinking Historically About the Ideas of the American 
Revolution,” podcast interview, February 2025. 
 
Jaclyn Diaz, “George Washington established the presidency. How much of it would he 
recognize now?,” NPR, September 14, 2024 (interview subject) 
 
Aya Fayad, “How a Michigan Seaman Who Died on D-Day Is Being Honored 80 Years Later,” 
Detroit News, June 5, 2024 (interview subject) 
 
C-SPAN “The Great Experiment: Democracy from the Founding to the Future,” George 
Washington’s Mount Vernon, November 2023 (panelist) 
 
History As It Happens, “Declaration of Independence” C-SPAN video and Washington Times 
podcast, June 2023 (lead guest) 
 
2 Complicated 4 History, “Pirates! Or Rather, British Impressment,” podcast interview, June 
2023 (lead guest) 
 
Nick Anderson, “George Washington University Narrows List to Replace Colonials Moniker,” 
Washington Post, April 6, 2023 (interview subject) 
 
Jackson Richert and Rachel Moon, “Understanding GW’s Four Moniker Finalists,” The GW 
Hatchet, April 3, 2023 (interview subject) 
 
April Rubin, “George Washington University Is Moving on From ‘Colonials,’” New York Times, 
March 26, 2023 (interview subject) 
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The Think Table, “Immigrant Founding Father,” March 2023 (video interview)  
 
CCAS Spotlight, “Inside George Washington’s Life and Legacy,” January 2023 (video 
interview), 
 
Utterly Moderate, “George Washington: The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly,” podcast produced by 
the Connors Forum for a Healthy Democracy, October 2022 (lead guest) 
 
Dan Abrams Live, “George Washington University to Drop ‘Colonials’ Nickname,” 
NewsNation, June 16, 2022 (interview subject for cable television news program) 
 
Kelsey Grammer’s Historic Battles for America (Episode: “Yorktown”), May 2022 (interview 
subject) 
 
Taylor Popielarz, “Biden to Speak at Capitol on First Anniversary of Attack,” Spectrum Cable 
News, January 6, 2022 (interview subject for print and television) 
 
First Light radio program on Westwood One, January 6, 2022 (interview subject for first 
anniversary of the attack on the Capitol) 
 
Yutong Jiang, “History Professor Discusses George Washington’s Legacy at Alumni Event,” 
The GW Hatchet, April 5, 2021 (profile) 
 
Menachem Walker, “Looking Back at 1821,” GW Magazine, Spring 2021 (interview subject) 
 
Kristen Mitchell, “Hamilton Actor Christopher Jackson Reflects on George Washington Role,” 
GW Today, February 24, 2021 (profile) 
 
“CCAS Faculty Support AP Classes with Remote Lectures,” Columbian College of Arts & 
Sciences Newsletter, George Washington University, January 13, 2021 (profile) 
 
Consolation Prize, Episode 2 (“An Impressive Consul in Liverpool”), podcast by the Roy 
Rosenzweig Center for History and New Media at George Mason University, October 2020 (one 
of lead interview subjects) 
 
Ruth Steinhardt, “Students Become Curators of ‘George Washington and His World,’” GW 
Today, February 14, 2020 (profile) 
 
Zach Schonfeld, “Building Name Task Force Members Eager to Tackle Issue in ‘Systematic’ 
Way,” The GW Hatchet, November 25, 2019 (interview subject) 
 
Ellen Mauro, “Why Washington Residents Want DC to be the 51st U.S. State,” Canadian 
Broadcasting Corporation (CBC), September 21, 2019 (interview subject) 
 
C-SPAN “Fostering Civic Knowledge and Engagement,” U.S. Capitol Visitors Center, 
Washington, DC, September 2019 (panelist) 
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WisconsinEye public television broadcast of lecture “George Washington: Defining Executive 
Leadership” for The Founding Fathers and Public Leadership Conference, University of 
Wisconsin, September 2019  
 
Jessie Romero, “A Capital Compromise: How War Debts, States’ Rights, and a Dinner Table 
Bargain Created Washington, DC,” Econ Focus, July 2019 (interview subject) 
 
More Perfect: Season 3, Episode 6 (16th and 22nd Amendments), podcast by WNYC Studios 
Radiolab, November 2018 (one of lead interview subjects) 
 
Kristen Mitchell, “George Washington up Close,” GW Today, October 22, 2018 (profile) 
 
Dave Roos “Was George Washington Really Offered a Chance to Be King of the U.S.,” 
HowStuffWorks, July 31, 2018 (interview subject) 
 
Harry Funk, “Professor Tells Story of Alexander Hamilton,” South Hills Community News, June 
18, 2018 (profile) 
 
Ruth Steinhardt, “University Honors Outstanding Faculty,” GW Today, April 26, 2018 (profile) 
 
John Kelly, “A Hearty Toast to Learning for the Sake of Learning” (online title: “Imagine 
College without the Term Papers, Tests or Grades – and with Beer”), Washington Post, April 11, 
2018 (interview and profile) 
 
C-SPAN American History TV, moderator of lecture and discussion by Colin Calloway, “The 
Indian World of George Washington: The First President, the First Americans, and the Birth of 
the Nation,” Washington, DC, April 2018 
 
C-SPAN “Revisiting Founding Era Documents,” Constitution Center, Philadelphia, PA., 
February 2018 (panelist) 
 
Kristine Phillips, “Historians: No, Mr. President, Washington and Jefferson Are Not the Same as 
Confederate Generals,” Washington Post, August 16, 2017 (interview subject) 
 
“Who Is the President?” Educational Broadcasting System (EBS), South Korea, May 2017 
(interview subject for South Korean television program) 
 
“A ‘Fun Challenge’ for Teaching Awardees,” GW Today, April 22, 2016 (interview and profile) 
 
C-SPAN “The Presidency” program, “1789 Debate over Chief Executive Title” (moderator for 
discussion with author Kathleen Bartoloni-Tuazon for 2016 George Washington Lecture), April 
2016  
 
“Alumna’s Book Charts Path to ‘Mr. President,’” GW Today, February 17, 2016 (interview 
subject) 
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“GW Community Ready to Celebrate George Washington’s Birthday,” GW Today, February 17, 
2015 (interview subject) 
 
“The American Revolution,” AP U.S. History Professional Development, January 2015 (faculty 
expert narrator of online video for AP U.S. History teachers)  
 
Caitlin Turner, “Party Politics Change the America George Washington Envisioned,” Scripps 
Howard Foundation Wire, April 3, 2014 (interview subject) 
 
“Ask the Author: Denver Brunsman, The Evil Necessity: British Naval Impressment in the 
Eighteenth-Century Atlantic World,” Common-Place (Fall 2013), www.common-place.org 
 
C-SPAN “Lectures in History,” filming of class “George Washington as Intellectual,” Fred W. 
Smith National Library for the Study of George Washington, September 2013  
 
History Channel, “Turning Point of the Revolution,” August 2013 (interview subject for 10 short 
web videos on the American Revolution)  
 
Voice of America (China), “This Week in History” on War of 1812, June 2013 (primary 
interview subject for program translated into Mandarin and broadcast in China) 
 
C-SPAN book lecture, The Evil Necessity: British Naval Impressment in the Eighteenth-Century 
Atlantic World, filmed at the Mariners’ Museum, Newport News, VA., May 2013 
  
C-SPAN Book TV, feature on The Evil Necessity: British Naval Impressment in the Eighteenth-
Century Atlantic World, March 2013 
 
Korean Broadcasting System, program on the American presidency on South Korea’s national 
television network, February 2013 (interview subject) 
 
“Happy 281st, George Washington,” GW Today, February 20, 2013 (profile and interview) 
 
Rick Hampson, “War of 1812 bicentennial: USA shrugs as Canada goes all out,” USA Today, 
June 14, 2012 (interview subject)  
 
Presenter, “MyHistoryLab,” Pearson Higher Education, July 2012 (featured in twenty short 
videos on the publisher’s popular companion website for its textbooks)   
 
 
PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS  
 
American Historical Association 
Organization of American Historians 
Society for Historians of the Early American Republic 
Associate of the Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture 
Friends of the McNeil Center for Early American Studies 


